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study, crafts, horseback riding, water sports 
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FUND 


Dear Friend: 


NEVER BEFORE HAVE | WRITTEN SUCH 
AN URGENT AND DESPERATE PLEA FOR 
HELP. 


This pathetic scene of a lost child is one of 
many such tragedies | have personally wit- 
nessed as | watched thousands of Hungarians 
stream over the border to Austria. 


As Director of the European Evangelistic 
Crusade | spent over six weeks in Austria 
and in No-Man‘s-Land Hungary supervising our 
relief ministry to Hungarian refugees. 


Since | speak the Hungarian language, |! 
have been able to work more closely with 
them, and to gain their confidence. | have 
seen their appalling physical need as well as 
their need for comfort of God’s Word. 


The bloodletting which the brave little land 
of Hungary has suffered at the hands of the 
invading force of 200,000 Communist soldiers 
and 5,000 tanks is now a matter of history. 
Men, women, children and babies have been 
massacred, and the dead and wounded num- 
ber more than 100,000. This horrifying trage- 
dy is not at an end. HUNGARY IS STILL CRU- 
CIFIED UPON THE CROSS OF COMMUNISM! 


From the very first day that the Hungarian 
refugees began to stream across the frontier 
the missionaries of the European Evangelistic 
Crusade have been giving physical and spir- 
itual aid to these hungry and homeless peo- 
ple. The European Evangelistic Crusade has 
distributed over $60,000 worth of clothing 
and food parcels besides over 200,000 tracts, 
100,000 Gospels of St. John, 10,000 New Tes- 
taments and hundreds of Bibles. The hunger 
for the Word of God is so great that refugees 
literally tear portions of Scripture out of the 
hands of the missionaries who are minister- 
ing to them. 


As we write this letter to you CARE has 
notified us that parcel arrangements have 
been made with Austria. Now for every $1 
sent to European Evangelistic Crusade we can 
send 22 pounds of U.S. surplus food to Aus- 
tria for Hungarian refugees. 


Now with the brave Hungarian people plan- 
ning ANOTHER silent protest against tyranny, 
we want to be ready to help them in their 
fight for freedom. PLEASE HELP THESE COU- 





THE FOREIGN SERVICE of the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Vienna, Austria 
January 8, 1957 


To Whom it may Concern: 


This is to certify that I have — 
ally observed and come in 
= the ———- of Rev. Dougias 
tewart among Hungarian refugees. I 
have been very pleased to note that 
= work — +. =. — on 
the spiritual n ol a. 
-_. The need is great am 
glad" that Rev. Stewart and his co- 
workers have done so much toward 
filling that need. 


(signed) rang S. Lusby 
Vice Consul 
Embassy * the United States 
of Ameri 
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Copyright 1957. Used by permission of Rev. Douglas Stewart. 
Newly arrived Hungarian refugee child looks to the West for hope, a home and freedom. 


RAGEOUS PEOPLE NOW IN THEIR HOUR OF 
DESPERATE NEED. As God directs and touches 
your heart, please send $1, $5, $10 or $100; 
but send it today and mark it: “Hungarian 
Refugee Fund.” 


Yours on behalf of the Hungarian refugees, 


Dns G Stoel. 


Director for North America. 
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P.S.: Mr. Stewart has recently been 
awarded the Hungarian Freedom Fighters 
Award. To commemorate this symbol of 
freedom we, of European Evangelistic 
Crusade, have commissioned Libby Glass 
Company to create a 14-0z. FREEDOM 
TUMBLER. On one side is a replica of 
the Hungarian Freedom Award (the child 
who braved Russian gunfire holding the 
Hungarian flag). On the other side is a 
replica of the memorable Iwo Jima rais- 
ing of the American flag by the U.S. Ma- 
rines. These designs are permanently fired 
into the glass in black and gold. 


For anyone sending in a gift of $3 or 
more for the Hungarian Refugee Fund we 
will be glad to send you this Libby glass 
of FREEDOM. 


All your gifts will go 100% to relieve 
the physical and spiritual suffering of the 
Hungarian people. Your gift is immediately 
sent to our field headquarters in Europe 
and from there dispatched to Hungarians 
in the form of CARE parcels and Scrip- 
ture literature. None are used for 
operation! 





Board of Directors 
Dr. George A. Palmer 


Please address all correspondence and gifts to: 
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President j HUNGARIAN REFUGEE FUND i 
Mr. Thornley B. Wood { Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. \ 
sen, ads 8. Boom I Director for North America 
~~ a —— . EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 
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Reference Council Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I am en- . 
Rev. Poul 5. Bleimer =p closing §........... to help alleviate the physical , 
Rev. John P. Fors j and spiritual needs of the Hungarian refugees. 4 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





ONE BODY IN CHRIST 


Amen . . . to the heart-warming state- 
ment in the March issue of ETERNITY re- 
garding, “We are One Body in Christ..." 

I do not wonder . . . that the reason 
we are so unable: to break through the 
mass mind is our terrible fragmentation. 
. . « [The statement] ought to be in tract 
form. 


Hillsdale, Mich. 


WILuiAM H. SCHOBERT 


You and I have had our friendly disagree- 
ments in the past, but I am glad that 
we agreed to disagree and still remain 
brothers in Christ. a a8 

Knowing your sentiments, I was intrigued 
the moment I opened . . . Ererniry and saw 
the article on uniry. As I read it I was 
thrilled again and again. It is wonderful. 
It is scriptural. I have never read anything 
better on the subject, and I have read 
almost everything published in recent years 
on the pr ke unity of the Church. 

My sincere wish is that every Christian 
minister in the world should get this dis- 
sertation to read in his own language. The 
Holy Spirit Himself will challenge every 
reader as he studies your inspired writing. 

Davip J. DU PLEssis, ‘Secretary 
World Conference of Pentecostal Churches 
Dallas, Tex. 


. . . I am grateful for the quotation 
from Rev. Frank Colquhoun, who so con- 
cisely stated the problems which evangeli- 
cals have in arriving at the proper balance 
between “fellowship” and “separation.” 

God knows how I have exercised my own 
soul in prayer to find the answer to that 
problem. May God give me wisdom to al- 
ways know where the line is to be drawn. 
I appreciated the confession of [Dr. Barn- 
house’s] own soul in this matter which no 
doubt is a reflection of many others. I find 
myself in agreement with the biblical 
teaching on “separation.” It is not separa- 
tion from “other Christians” but separation 
from the world and devil worship as you 
so clearly point out. 

I especially appreciated your reference to 
II John 7-10, which is so often quoted out 
of context by extremists on this subject of 
“separation.” : 

I pray that your editorial may not onl 
be read by many evangelical Christians, but 
that it will cause all of us to see to it that 
we are manifesting in our own lives the 
true badge of Christian discipleship, which 
is “love one toward another.” 

VINCENT BRUSHWYLER 

General Director 

Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
Chicago, Ill. 


. . . Although I have not always agreed 
with your statements, . . . on this subject 
I am thoroughly in agreement with you 
and pray that you will have the energy 
and financial ability to continue. You are 
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running counter to the so-called human 
nature—which the Spirit calls something 
else—and therefore will be opposed. But I 
believe you are right, and may God con- 
tinue to encourage you in this purpose. 

The common feeling among Christians 
today that “our” church is the group of 
first-class believers, and those of other 
churches and organizations are second-class, 
third-class and on down runs counter to 
the entire teaching of the Spirit in the 
Word. 

It is also so very important that we not 


- only teach that all Christians are one in 


Christ, but that we act toward one another 
in accordance with our teaching. Anything 
that we do with respect to another Chris- 
tian that would indicate to the world that 
we consider him in a lower category than 
ourselves deserves condemnation in the 
strongest terms. The Lord is the only one 
who is going to distribute rewards for con- 
duct, and He has not seen fit to indicate 
to us who is going to get them. In fact, He 
has indicated that the first shall be last! 

L. W. Kinc 
South San Gabriel, Calif. 


Your article . . . is simply the natural 
aftermath of abandonment of prior posi- 
tion. . . . Your trail . . . continues to 
broaden into a discernible trend toward 
ecumenicity. 

Certainly the article does no more than 
restate the problem. It deplores, deprecates, 
and decries, which in itself is no art. As 
for a constructive, scriptural basis for re- 
solving the dilemma, there is nothing valid. 
As you “sweep through the New Testa- 
ment” it may be well to pause and medi- 
tate. My own study of the question leaves 
no doubt as to the biblical basis for fellow- 
ship, and likewise the biblical basis for sep- 
aration. Your “sweeping” statements leave 
some unclean corners. 

I sincerely submit that the area of solu- 
tion for this and kindred problems of 
Christendom is found in a diligent and 
honest perusal of the inerrant, uncompro- 
mised Word of God. I have found it so. 

J. A. PAULSON 








Byron Center,’ Mich. 


- . . Thank you for the magnificent state- 
ment. . . . As an evangelical, trained in 
the Prairie Bible Institute and later in col- 
lege and seminary, I have been appalled by 
the lovelessness of so much of evangelical 
group practice and writing, and the failure 
to realize that the final ground of fellow- 
ship is.in our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . 

R. C. STANDERWICK 
Vancouver, B. C. 


As a result of the heavy demand for re- 
prints, “One Body in Christ,” the article 
by Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse that ap- 
peared in the March issue of ETERNITY, has 
been published in attractive booklet form. 
Those desiring copies may order them from 
ETERNITY Book Service, 1716 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. Single copies 25¢ or 6 
for $1.00. 

(Continued on page 6) 














* FAMILY NEEDS * 


Teaching positions are open in the Bethany 
Christian School in Fort 1 Lauderdale, Flor- 
ida, for all elementary grades and junior 
high grades seven and eight. Anyone inter- 
ested in this og: should write to 
Rev. Albert C. Grimm, Bethany Christian 
School, 800 South Federal Highway, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. Include in letter training, 
age, experience, grade preference, specialized 
preparation, testimony and call to Christian 
school ministry. 








ETERNITY magazine needs copies of Dr. 
Barnhouse’s studies in Romans, booklets 11, 
25, 26, 32, 34, 39, 41, 43, and 52, for its 
files. The staff would very much appreciate 
—— any of these booklets our readers 
can send us. Please mail to ETERNITY, Box 
AR, 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 8, Pa. 





DR. HOWARD W. FERRIN, President 
PROVIDENCE-BARRINGTON BIBLE COLLEGE 
100 State Street, Providence 8, R. I. 


Please send me the booklet “Twice Blest.” 





Street. 





City. 


State. 





My age is. 




















How You Can Help Us 


WIN JEWS TO CHRIST | 


By George T. B. Davis 
Author of “Bible Prophecies Fulfilled Today” 











In Miami Beach, Florida, a converted Jew stands on a 
busy street corner day after day. He wears a placard which 
reads, “A New Testament will be given Free to any Jew 
who will read it.” 

Thousands of Jewish tourists, as they pass along, read 
this sign. Great numbers of them stop and ask for a New 
Testament—our special Prophecy Edition for Jews. Then 
the converted Jew reads to 
them passage after passage 
from the Word of God 
proving that Jesus is the 
Messiah and Saviour. Many 
Jews have confessed Christ 
as their Saviour right there 
on the street corner. 

We recently sent this 
worker 5000 more Prophecy 
New Testaments for his 
personal work among the 
Jews. Our Campaign pro- 
vides hundreds of thousands 
of Prophecy New Testa- 
ments for workers among 
Jews throughout America 
and other lands. 

The manager of a large 
store gives our Prophecy 
Testaments to Jewish sales- 
men who come to sell him 
goods. Recently he wrote 
me that he gave one of our Testaments to a Jewish sales- 
man who lives in New York. This salesman wrote to the 
manager and said: “Thieves broke into my car and stole 
everything in it except my New Testament. I read that 
Testament every night and I would rather have it than all 
that I possess.” 

We have provided tens of thousands of Testaments and 
thousands of Hebrew Bibles for the Jews in the State of 
Israel, and we hope to provide tens of thousands more. 
There is a great hunger among the Jews there for the New 
Testament. Here is just one example: A Hebrew Christian 
missionary there wrote us: “Recently I gave a New Testa- 
ment to a Jewish bus driver here in Israel. The bus was 
loaded with Jewish people. When they saw the New 
Testament they each wanted a copy. So the driver drove the 
bus back to our parked car, and all the people in the bus 
stretched out their hands to receive a copy of God’s Word. 
Almost everyone wanted a copy in a different language, and 
how gratefully they received them!” 

There are now about one million Jews in Latin America. 





® sons Spada 
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Multitudes of Jewish young people in Israel and other lands 
are eager to receive and read the New Testament. Will you 
help to lead them to Christ by your gifts and prayers? 


We have ordered an edition of 10,000 Spanish New Testa- 
ments, and we are also providing Testaments in Portuguese 
and other languages for the Jews in Latin America to help 
in leading them to Christ. Please join us in prayer for the 
salvation of multitudes of Jewish souls in Latin America. 

Long ago God said to His friend Abraham, “I will bless 
them that bless thee’”—meaning, of course, not only Abra- 
ham, but his descendants the 
Jews. His promise has never 
failed throughout the long 
centuries. The following ex- 
perience emphasizes this: 

A writer for religious mag- 
azines wrote us that she de- 
cided last year to give one- 
fourth of all her earnings for 
work among the Jews. Later 
she wrote: “The floodgates 
of blessing swung open! I 
made five times as much as I 
had during the previous 
year, and the Lord has given 
spiritual blessing as well.” 
This writer gave twelve times 
as much to our Campaign 
last year, as she had given 
us the previous year! 

When you provide God's 
Word for the Jews, and pray 
for their salvation, you are 
blessing the Jews; and the Lord will surely bless you in re- 
turn! Why not test and prove this promise in your own 
life and experience! Send your gift this very day to provide 
New Testaments to lead Jews to Christ! “I will bless them 
that bless thee!” 





Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. ET 
(George T. B. Davis, Executive Secretary) ; 
Room 1302E, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Enclosed is my gift of §.................... for se to win Jews 
to Christ with the Word of God, in Israel, Latin America, 
North America and other lands. 


De ee ogee eet BIN sch cosainsy oe, sinechaseects 
Make checks payable to Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in- 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, our television program, and conference ministry to His everlasting glory. 
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NOW AND LATER 


The eyes of Christians will be turned 
toward New York City in May when 
Billy Graham launches his gigantic New 
York campaign. In a lead editorial Dr. 
Barnhouse describes some of the trials 
besetting the evangelist as he faces a 
task that calls for the prayers of all 
God’s people. 

* * * 

Capable Bernard Ramm spells out the 
story of what is happening in the theo- 
logical world in language that anyone 
can understand. Theology and the 
trends in religious thinking should be 
the concern of every thinking Christian. 
A New York preacher recently declared 
that American Christians know more 
about baseball than they do about their 
Christian faith, Now that Bernard 
Ramm has clarified the issues there is 
no longer any excuse for anyone to be 
ignorant of the theological score. 

Incidentally, Dr. Ramm officially joins 
the staff of Erernity as a Consulting 
Editor. We welcome him to this partici- 
pating editorial post. 

* * e 

Christian day schools continue to 
spring up in various parts of the coun- 
try. Its proponents say that secularism 
in the public schools is forcing them to 
develop institutions with a Christian 
philosophy of education, believing 
teachers, and a Christian atmosphere. 
Other Christians hold that the public 
school deserves the support of Chris- 
tians. 

ETERNITY presents both arguments in 
articles by Roy W. Lowrie and Gros- 
venor C. Rust. 

* * * 

Our illustrator, Robert Doares, gives 
his concept of the patriarch Job in the 
cover illustration connected with Gor- 
don Chilvers’ article, “The Heavenly 
Background of Temptation.” 





SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 


May 5, 12, 19, 26, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; May 6, 13, 
20, 27, New York Bible Class, St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, New York, 
N. ¥.; May 7-10, Trinity Cathedral, 
Cleveland, Ohio; May 14-17, City- 
Wide Bible Conference, University of 
Toledo, Toledo, Ohio. 


ETERNITY 























This is “Simon the fisherman” in front of his mud-brick house, 
old, ailing, extremely poor but “evermore rejoicing” in the Lord! 


The All-Sufficiency of Christ! 


He is but one of our fishermen brethren in South 
Greece, of whom one of the workers writes: 

“Like a mountain lily springing up from the hardened 
soil, here a simplicity of grace and faith rise out of the 
cruel poverty of these humble souls. They live in pov- 
erty as low as the ground they sleep upon. They live in 
their mud-brick homes and subsist on whatever the 
goodness of God allows to come into their nets. . . But 
nowhere have | ever heard so much praise and thanks- 
giving as that which comes out of the lips of these poor 
fisherman of this town! When you reach the home of 
Brother George Demiri, you will be met at the door by 
his cheerful wife, with a heavenly smile on her lips, 
followed by their children—Joseph, and Mary, and 
Peter, and Andrew, and Paul, and Irene—all of them 
barefoot and ragged ‘small fry’ but happy because of 
the knowledge of Christ which anyone would envy. 
They all come to welcome you and wish the blessing 
of the Lord upon you! You never hear them complain of 
their poverty. Neither are they jealous of your well-be- 
ing. They are conscious that Christ, in Whom they be- 
lieve, when in this world was the poorest of all. They 
find pleasure in warming themselves in the flame of His 
bosom, and they bid you to come in, you the stranger 
who happened to go by their door, and share of the 
few small fish which perhaps their father was able to 
bring home that day.” 

You can enrich your-own soul by sharing with these 
humble folk as the Lord has prospered you. $5.00 
would secure over 100 pounds of solid foods. But best 
of all, you can help reach many more like these by sup- 
porting a worker for $14.00 a week—or securing a 
whole Bible or five New Testaments for only $1.00. 


Please make Contributions to: 
Greek Evangelical Mission, Inc. 


(formerly Greek American Missionary Association, Inc.) 
Rev. K. Paul Yphantis, Executive Secretary 


88 TREMONT STREET, 


BOSTON 8, MASS. 
Rev. E. S. Kerr, 5275 Earnscliffe Ave., Montreal 29, P.Q. 


A Wave of Revival in a Parched Land 


The following excerpt from the same report chal- 
lenges us to a greater effort to minister to the people of 
Greece. “Our meetings started at 8.00 a.m. and lasted: 
until midnight! We stopped only for noonday and even- 
ing meals. Such was the thirst of these brethren and 
their spiritual needs, they left other work so they 
could follow the meetings. Toward the end we experi- 
enced a wave of revival. A goodly number of souls 
were brought to the Lord. Among those who accepted 
Christ were some shepherd girls who, with all the 
simplicity of the life of the countryside, have come to 
know Him as their personal Saviour! Now as they sing, 
tending their sheep, you can hear the mountainsides and 
valleys re-echo the sweet songs of grace and of their 
love to the Saviour! 


‘My Heart Would Break . . .’ 


“However, their poverty here too is proverbial. Fam- 
ilies with many children are barefooted and ragged. 
They spend most of the winter, with its bitter cold, 
working hard out of doors. Little children, hardly five 
years old, work like the older people. They awake 
early, before sunrise, and return late in the evening 
after tending to their few sheep or turkeys which they 
may possess. My soul became sad. My heart would 
break with pain for these children. We need to manifest 
our brotherly interest to these needy ones, particularly 
to a brother called Thanasis, who has three little chil- 
dren but is tubercular. If he had about $100.00 he could 
start beehives, and thus provide for his family.” 





What a joy and a satisfaction to help children back to health 
and to the Heart of the Master! These are children at the 
Athens Good News Children’s Camp. 

This coming summer plans are being made for the care of over 


400, all carefully selected from many parts of Greece. it 
takes only $25.00 for the care of one child for five weeks, or 
$5.00 for one week. 








GEM is directed and supported by some of the outstand- 
ing leaders on this continent, such as Dr. E. J. Evans, Dr. 
V. R. Edman, Dr. T. L. Lewis, Rev. E. S. Kerr, Rev. Gordon 
Brown, Dr. James Hunter, Mr. Harry Karteroulis, etc., 
etc. It merits your confidence and support through 
prayer, faith and gifts. For further particulars write for 
free literature. 





OLDEST EVANGELICAL MISSION TO GREECE. ESTABLISHED IN1920. 
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LETTERS 
(Continued from page 2) 


THE TRAGIC YEAR 


I was deeply distressed to read the article, 
“The Tragic Year” in the January issue of 
ETERNITY. 

- You state that Sir Anthony Eden 
allowed national interest to dictate interna- 
tional diplomacy. Surely it was a major in- 
ternational interest that the protracted . . . 
conflict between Israel and Egypt should 
not be allowed to spread into a Middle 
East war and possibly even a third world 
5 «- 

Similarly, . . . freedom of navigation 
through the Suez Canal is a vital interna- 
tional interest. . . . The first act of vio- 
lence consisted of Nasser’s forcible seizure 
of the Suez Canal. . . . When the Israelis 
moved, the immediate threat was that the 
Canal would become one of the front lines 

. . and thus suffer damage far greater 
than the temporary obstruction caused by 
the Egyptian scuttling of some ships. The 
British and French action at least averted 
this disaster. 

. You suggest that the Israeli attack 
was instigated by the British and French. 
. . . Egypt first upset the whole delicate 
balance of strength by receiving $450,000,000 
worth of Communist arms and . . . launch- 
ed a dangerous campaign of aggression on 
Israel soil by a series of so-called com- 
mando raids against predominantly civilian 
objectives. . . . 

- I am not aware that anyone outside 
the Communist bloc has been able to find 
any valid parallel between the Soviet action 
in Hungary and the British and French in- 
tervention in Egypt but, . . . you should re- 
consider your statement that “those who 
consider that there was a serious threat 
from Russia in the Near East are misled.” 

. You cannot surely suggest that Presi- 
dent Eisenhower’s message to Congress and 
all the supporting evidence produced by 
Mr. Foster Dulles are based upon a delus- 
ion. 

Not less curious is your reference to 
Cyprus. . . . Such strict measures as the 
British authorities have been forced to take 
are aimed solely at terminating this cam- 
paign of terrorism and are recognized as 
such by a majority of Cypriots. . . . The 
phrase “the rape of Cyprus” is an irrelev- 
ant and improper metaphor to use of an 
island in which the point at issue is wheth- 
er on the one hand it is to have a period 
of growing independence, security and pros- 
perity, or on the other it is to become a 
point of conflict between three powers, one 
of whom seeks to annex it, another threat- 
ens to resist annexation by all means in its 
power, and the third, whose sovereignty is 
undisputed, is searching for a peaceful and 
evolutionary solution and seeking to con- 
sult the interests of a majority of the in- 
habitants. . . . It would surely be more 
in accordance with the Christian ethic for 
ETERNITY to use its influence on the side 
of truth, moderation, and a just and peace- 
ful solution. 

W. E. SHEwetx-Cooprr, President 
International Mission to Miners 
Northwood, England 
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BILLY IN MANHATTAN 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


With mingled joy and grief I look 
forward to Billy Graham’s New York 
Crusade which opens May 15 in Madi- 
son Square Garden. I rejoice because 
the gospel will be preached in New 
York. I know and love Billy Graham 
and am confident that he will not pull 
any punches when he declares the Word 
of God to the most critical audience of 
his career. 

I grieve because true Christian breth- 
ren, some of whom I know and all of 
whom I love, are criticizing Billy and 
are even writing and circulating scandal- 
ous untruths about him. There seems to 
be in these brethren another spirit than 
that which moved Paul to write to the 
Philippians, “Christ is proclaimed; and 
in that I rejoice. Yes, and I shall re- 
joice” (Phil. 1:19). 

Billy’s detractors use insidious means. 
They use half-truths and insinuations to 
draw false conclusions. They instill 
doubts in the minds of believers and 
stir up enmity among brethren. They 
cry out with loud voices that they are 
the true defenders of the faith; but the 
net result of their campaign proves that 
they are just the opposite. Who appoint- 
ed Uzzah to keep the Ark of God from 
falling? And Uzzah, certainly, is the pro- 
totype of this band of men who snap 
at Billy for attempting a task which 
needs to be done, and one which they 
have never done. 

Let me ask these men who attack 
Billy for preaching in New York, if the 
Holy Spirit is no longer in charge of 
the work of the Church? Has He ab- 
dicated His authority and turned decis- 
ions over to men? 


TOUCH NOT... 


I say, as deeply and sincerely as I 
know how, that the half dozen men who 
have banded together to attack Billy 
Graham give no evidence of being im- 
pelled by the love of Jesus Christ or led 
by the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ said, 
“By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples if you have love for one 
another” (John 13:35). How can Chris- 
tians justify an attack on an honest ser- 
vant of-God? Let them heed God's warn- 
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ing in Psalm 105:15: “Touch not mine 
anointed, and do my prophets no 
harm.” 

Months ago, I told a member of the 
Billy Graham team that someone in 
their organization had made a mis- 
statement to the press. In a well-meant 
effort to protect Billy, he circulated the 
statement and succeeded only in putting 
him in an embarrassing position. Be- 
cause of his loving spirit and gracious- 
ness, Billy forgave the man for his er- 
ror. But, Billy’s attackers have assumed 
that the statement was a deliberate lie 
and held him responsible for it. Billy's 
detractors use situations like this to 
build their case. 


The main charge against Billy is that 
associated with him in the New York 
campaign will be men who are not 
“fundamental.” In great humility I 
mention this, because I would once 
have taken such an attitude. There is 
indeed a choice to be made. In New 
York are two groups of men who claim 
to be believers in Christ. Both readily 
testify to their belief that Jesus Christ 
is God and that salvation is by the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. But one group 
does not adhere, for example, to the 
doctrine of eternal punishment. I take 
my stand against their position. The 
other group says, “We believe in the 
person and work of Christ,” but they do 
not practice Christian love. Here I take 
my stand against their inconsistency. 
From all that I read in the Bible, it may 
go harder with the latter group at the 
judgment seat of Christ than with the 
former. 


“Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.” Let us analyze one of the at- 
tacks against Billy in the light of this 
verse. One man noted the resignation of 
Jerry Beavan from the Billy Graham 
team and insinuated that Beavan had 
resigned because he frowned on Billy's 
methods and disapproved his associates. 
A dollar spent on a long-distance call to 
Jerry Beavan would have given him the 
truth. Mr. Beavan remains in full sym- 
pathy with Billy Graham and is spend- 
ing most of his time as consultant, 


guiding the course of the Manhattan 
campaign. The person who circulated 
the innuendo was guilty of bearing false 
witness. If he had been animated by 
love, he would not have written as he 
did. Are Billy's detractors praying for 
him each day? Do they ask God to bless 
him and his work and the New York 
campaign? Let us pray for Billy’s critics. 


SUCCESS OR FAILURE 


These professedly orthodox leaders 
are now promoting a movement which 
seems to indicate that they earnestly 
hope for the failure of Billy Graham’s 
campaign. That campaign, however, will 
succeed even though the crowds taper 
off and the option on the Garden is 
yielded after the first few weeks. Christ's 
work at Capernaum was a success even 
though He was rejected. The rejection 
brought forth His pronouncement of 
judgment against Chorazin and Beth- 
saida. “They shall be brought down to 
hell,” Christ said. It may well be that 
the Lord will use Billy’s campaign as the 
basis for His judgment of the modern 
Babylon, New York. 

Let every Christian pray for Billy in 
these days, and for all members of the 
team. Let us pray for every minister and 
layman who works for the crusade. I say, 
“Lord, bless these ministers and 
strengthen them in the faith as they see 
souls saved; bless these critics with their 
dwarfed love, and fill them with Thy 
love.” After all, there is nothing wrong 
with these men that cannot be cured by 
the love of Christ. 

I am not interested in the statistics of 
Billy’s ministry, for I believe that such 
figures are worthless; but people in 
many cities of the United States and 
elsewhere around the world have told 
me that they have come into a saving or 
deeper knowledge of Christ through 
Billy Graham’s ministry. For this reason, 
I shall encourage people in Philadelphia 
to go to New York to show our oneness 
with Billy and with the desire to honor 
Jesus Christ. Let all who wish to see 
Christ exalted do everything within 
their means to strengthen the hands of 
those who seek this great objective. 
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The Rapture Question: 


Walvoord’s New Book Supporting Pretribulationism 


Reviewed by Fuller Seminary Professor 


Most readers of Ererniry Magazine are aware of the fact 
that Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse teaches that the Lord 
Jesus Christ will come for His Church at what is described 
as the “pretribulation rapture.” That is, that the Lord will 
come again before the great tribulation. 

In recent years, an increasing number of evangelicals have 
embraced the teaching known as posttribulationism, which 
means that the Church will go through the great tribulation 
period before the Lord returns for His own and sets up His 
millennial kingdom. 

While Eternity has not veered from its official position 
on this controversial subject, the Editors feel that both sides 
of the issue should be presented. 

In line with this policy we are presenting on this page a 
review of The Rapture Question, a new book by Dr. John 
F. Walvoord, president of Dallas Theological Seminary. 
Author of the review is Dr. George E. Ladd, Professor of 
New Testament History and Biblical Theology at Fuller 
Theological Seminary, who holds the posttribulation view. 

In the July, 1956, issue of Erernrry Dr. Walvoord wrote 
a brief review of Dr. Ladd’s book, The Blessed Hope, which 
presents the posttribulation view. However, in order to 
preserve editorial balance we are publishing on the opposite 
page an abridgment of Dr. Walvoord’s recent review of 
Dr. Ladd’s book which appeared first in Bibliotheca Sacra, 
theological journal published by Dallas Seminary. 

Erernity believes that only good can come from fairly 
presenting these opposing views by two devout Christian 
scholars. We commend both men for their intellectual 
honesty and for the courteous way in which they have 
dealt with each other. 


ore fact is that neither posttribulationism nor pretribu- 
lationism is an explicit teaching of Scripture. The Bible 
does not in so many words state either” (p. 148). In these 
words, Dr. Walvoord, who is President and Professor of 
Theology at Dallas Theological Seminary, agrees with the 
thesis of the present reviewer in The Blessed Hope (re- 
viewed by Dr. Walvoord in Eternity, July, 1956). The dis- 
cussion about the rapture and the tribulation has now en- 





The Rapture Question. by John F. Walvoord, Dunham. 204 pp. 
$3.00 
The Blessed Hope, by George E. Ladd, Eerdmans 167 pp. $3.00 


8 When one hears the Word of God he must apply it to himself. 


By GEORGE E. LADD 


tered a new stage. When its leading exponents admit that 
this doctrine is not an explicit teaching of Scripture, it 
should be obvious that this teaching should never be a test 
of orthodoxy, of faithfulness to the Word of God, or a basis 
of Christian fellowship. 

If the Bible does not explicitly teach pretribulationism, 
and if this doctrine (as Dr. Walvoord admits) was unknown 
in Christian history until the rise of Brethrenism in the 
early nineteenth century, on what does it rest? Dr. Wal- 
voord’s answer is, “the rapture question is determined more 
by ecclesiology than eschatology” (p. 16). The debate be- 
tween pretribulationism and posttribuJationism rests upon 
“different concepts of the church” (p. 65). “Usually those 
who sharply distinguish Israel and the church are both pre- 
millennial and pretribulational, while those who consider 
Israel and the church more or less the same concept, even 
if premillennial, tend to be posttribulational” (p. 66). In 
other words, pretribulationism is not to be discovered by 
exegesis of the New Testament. It is rather one element 
in a system of interpretation (p. 15), and only those who 
find cause to accept this system are likely to hold to pretrib- 
ulationism. 

With this fundamental premise, the reviewer agrees. The 
system to which Dr. Walvoord refers, although he does not 
so label it, is dispensationalism, that pattern of interpreta- 
tion “espoused by Darby and the Plymouth Brethren and 
popularized by the famous Scofield Reference Bible” (p. 15). 
Dispensationalism, which gave rise to pretribulationism, 
may be described in its essence as a system of biblical in- 
terpretation which finds a twofold purpose of God, one 
for Israel and one for the church. God has two peoples 
with a different plan, destiny, and objective for each. God’s 
plan for Israel is disclosed in the Old Testament. For the 
nation, God has a theocratic purpose and an earthly destiny. 
God’s plan for the church is not foreseen in the Old Testa- 
ment, for it is distinct and separate, and is disclosed as 
“mystery” truth in the New Testament. For the church God 
has a heavenly destiny and a redemptive or soteriological 
purpose. Dr. Walvoord insists upon pretribulationism be- 
cause any other view “confuses Israel and the church and 
requires an overlap of their two programs” (p. 186). It is 
from this point of view that the church age is seen as a 


(Continued on page 45) 
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When Will Christ Come Again? 


Dr. George Ladd’s Work on Posttribulationism 
Reviewed by the President of Dallas Seminary 


|" his second book in the field of eschatology, Dr. George 
E. Ladd ably presents a spirited defense of posttribula- 
tionism. As Dr. Ladd says, ‘““The central thesis of this book 
is that the Blessed Hope is the second coming of Jesus 
Christ and not a pretribulation rapture (p. 11; italics his). 
Dr. Ladd is a recognized New Testament scholar. He has 
marshaled with unusual force the traditional arguments 
for the posttribulation theory. It is not too much to say 
that this is one of the best studies in support of post- 
tribulationism which has appeared in book form for some 
time and will probably strengthen the cause of posttribula- 
tionism in contemporary conservative theology. 

While Dr. Ladd plainly champions posttribulationism, 
he explicitly assumes the premillennial interpretation of 
Scripture. The principal appeal is made to the Scriptures 
themselves which are everywhere considered infallible and 
authoritative. Dr. Ladd stands with the conservative the- 
ology of orthodoxy, and it would be most unfair to charge 
him with theological liberalism. Though the premillennial 
point of view is assumed, the dispensational interpretation 
of Scripture is rejected. The view is advanced that the 
promises given to Israel in the Old Testament have a dual 
fulfillment, i.e., both in the church and in Israel. In this 
regard, his point of view is similar to covenant theology 
in its definition of the Kingdom of God and the church. In 
contrast to covenant theology, however, the futuristic inter- 
pretation of the Book of Revelation is held which, Dr. Ladd 
states, was promoted by Darby and his Plymouth Brethren 
associates. His rejection of a clear distinction between Israel 
and the church as well as opposition to other dispensa- 
tional teachings undoubtedly is a major factor in his re- 
jection of pretribulationism. 

As his purpose in writing the book, the author states 
“. . . This book is sent forth with the earnest prayer that 
it may be used by the Holy Spirit to bring a better under- 
standing to .a difficult subject and to promote Christian 
liberty in the interpretation of prophetic truth” (pp. 13-14). 

The first third of the book is devoted to the historical 
argument for posttribulationism. He endeavors to prove that 
a posttribulational return of Christ was the historic hope of 
the church from the beginning. An extended chapter, “The 
Rise and Spread of Pretribulationism,” traces pretribula- 
tionism to the Plymouth Brethren movement in the early 
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By JOHN F. WALVOORD 


nineteenth century. The argument is designed to prove (1) 
that pretribulationism was unknown until the nineteenth 
century; (2) that honored men of God have been post- 
tribulationists; (3) that pretribulationism started as a- 
heresy and not through sound biblical studies. The familiar 
point is made, with thorough documentation from eight of 
the early fathers or writings, that pretribulationism was 
unknown in the early church and never appeared in any 
form until it was made known in a special revelation given 
to an erratic individual, Edward Irving, about 1826. Dr. 
Ladd claims that it was immediately accepted by Darby and 
his associates and widely proclaimed. 

Posttribulationists will find this section of the book a 
forceful and comprehensive statement of one of their best 
arguments. A fair statement of the facts seems to be that 
some of the early fathers were explicitly posttribulational, 
that is, they regarded the tribulation as future and the com- 
ing of the Lord as following the tribulation. It seems also 
clear that none of the early fathers were explicitly pre- 
tribulationists as there is no extant writing which develops 
this subject as it was later explained by Darby and his as- 
sociates. In many respects, the theology of the early church 
was immature, and it took centuries of controversy to settle 
the major points of theology. It should be obvious that a 
difficult matter like pretribulationism would not be settled 
in such a context. In the fifth century, when the early 
church had established its theological basis sufficiently to 
deal further with eschatology, there was already so much 
departure from premillennialism that there was no valid 
basis for discussion. It remained for the Protestant Refor- 
mation to restore the authority of Scripture and for others 
later to restore premillennialism and futurism as a whole, 
including a proper doctrine of the church. This context was 
essential to the pretribulationism of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. The author himself admits plainly that the historical 
argument is by no means final, but that the real question is 
what the Bible teaches. 

The remaining two thirds of the book is devoted largely 
to biblical argument. Dr. Ladd begins with consideration of 
the vocabulary of the blessed hope, namely, the three 
Greek words, coming or presence (parousia), appearing 
(epiphaneia), and revelation (apokalypsis). The meaning 

(Continued on page 42) 
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THE HEAVENLY BACKGROUND OF 


temptation 


@ 


Thon was a contest in Heaven. The pious life of a man 

on earth was the cause of it. The man was Job. The book 
bearing his name gives a most illuminating view of tempta- 
tion from the divine standpoint. 

‘The divine revelation of Job’s character shows him to 
have been one of the most godly men of his time. His in- 
ward sanctity: “He was perfect”—his character was com- 
plete, and entire—free from all those sins which mar the 
human character (Job. 1:1). He was “upright”—a man of 
deep kindness, wide sympathy, large generosity and nobly 
merciful. His reverence: “One that feared God”—fulfilling 
all the religious rites and duties with honesty and sincerity. 
His hatred of sin: “He eschewed evil.” He was a man of such 
purity that he would withdraw from all that was displeas- 
ing to God. These four qualities, the essence of all true 
goodness and piety, indicate the principles by which his 
life was regulated. 

He was blessed with a large family—a mark of divine 
favor in those days—and with tremendous wealth. In fact, 
“this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.” He 
was concerned for the honor of God and the spiritual well 
being of his family, so he offered sacrifices for them as the 
family priest. He was great in every way—morally, domesti- 
cally, and financially. 

The scene then shifts from earth to Heaven, and we come 
face to face with inhabitants of another world. “Now there 
was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord.” These angels came to give an account of 
their service to their Lord and Master, Jehovah. “Satan 
came also among them.” It is amazing that Satan appears 
in Heaven before a holy God, and it is just as amazing 
that God permits him to be there. Then we see something 
even more astonishing—a contest between earth and Heaven 
with the eyes of all the heavenly hosts turned to one lone 
man on earth. God is about to reveal to us that earthly 
trials are linked with actions and decisions made in Heaven. 
In response to God’s question, Satan says he has been 
“going to and fro in the earth, and . . . walking up and 
down in it.” He has moved ceaselessly across the face of 
the earth, looking for sin. He has scrutinized every man, 
including Job. 
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God then presented His challenge. “And the Lord said 
unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,” for God 
had already noticed him. Of all the millions of people on 
earth, not one escapes the eye of the all-seeing God. Job 
displayed the graces so uniformly that God saw his pious 
life as one harmonious whole. His was such a remarkable 
character that God could point to it and challenge Satan 
to concentrate his attention on it, knowing that he would 
be unable to find a flaw in it. God’s love, wisdom and grace 
are being tested every day, and the scene of this trial is 
the earth. 

Satan was well aware of Job’s integrity and dared not 
challenge it, but he could insinuate that Job’s piety had its 
roots in ulterior motives. The first suggestion was that it 
depended on the benefit Job derived from it. Satan said: 
“Doth Job fear God for nought?” In other words, “Job is 
purely selfish.” We learn here, in a most striking way, the 
personality of the Devil. He is an evil influence, but he is 
much more than that. “Satan” means “adversary”: he is the 
evil spirit who lives to tempt men to sin, that he may draw 
them down to Hell with himself. Our Lord says of Satan: 
“He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in 
the truth, . . . he is a liar” (John. 8:44). 

The second suggestion was that Job’s piety depended 
on favorable circumstances. “Hast thou not made an hedge 
about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath 
on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and 
his substance is increased in the land.” Even Satan could 
not deny that all blessing came from the liberal hand of 
God. “But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that 
he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.” Evil will not 
believe that a man can love God apart from earthly pros- 
perity. 

Satan had publicly challenged Jehovah; He then an- 
swered him before the assembled hosts of Heaven. “And 
the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy 


(Continued on page 39) 
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WHICH CATEGORY? 


In a recent work on natural history I 
found the following stimulating sent- 
ence: “Ever since that remote day when 
some primitive human being first picked 
up a beetle and took a closer look at it, 
there have been two categories of na- 
tural scientists. One wants to learn the 
differences between one animate creature 
and another, the other the resem- 
blances.” 

The sentence struck me because I 
realized that it is just such a division 
that characterizes many Christians today. 
Some want to know the differences be- 
tween other Christians and themselves, 
while others want to know the resem- 
blances. 

Perhaps the description struck with 
great force because in recent years 1 
have passed from one category to the 
other. My earlier life was marked by de- 
sire to know how others differed from 
my theological position. Now I want to 
find the points at which we agree. 
Change from the one perspective to the 
other is caused by an experience of the 
love of Christ that cannot be adequately 
expressed. 

In the early years of my ministry, I 
held the point of view taken by the 
Apostle John as a youth. Perhaps it is 
natural for the young and zealous to 
think that the defense of God rests upon 
their shoulders. John saw a man casting 
out a demon in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He forbade him, for the 
reason that “he followeth not after us” 
(Mark 9:38). The Lord gently chided 
him and gave him the new perspective 
that evermore marked John as the 
apostle of the love of Christ. It is John 
who records the great statement of the 
Lord Jesus on the oneness of believers: 
“By this shall men know that ye are my 
disciples if ye love one another” (John 
13:35). And it is John who gives us the 
great assurance: “We know that we have 
passed from death unto life because we 
love the brethren” (I John 3:14). 

I suppose that it is possible to fight 
with one’s wife or one’s son if the main 
thrust of thinking is put on differences 
of opinion. But the true love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ draws us so close to Him- 
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self that we draw ever more closely to 
one another when we are in Him. 

At first it is a rather heady sensation 
to discover that people whem you had 
once ruled out are really trusting in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. When you get close 
enough to hear their heartbeats, you find 
that they are as much®&nimated by love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ as you are! 
Maybe more. That is a startling thought, 
isn’t it? It even makes you discover new 
meanings in verses like, “In honor pre- 
ferring one another” (Rom. 12:10), and, 
“Each esteem other better than them- 
selves” (Phil. 2:3). 


GOOD IDEA 


One of our radio listeners has sent us 
a very good idea that may be of help 
to others. I print her whole letter here, 
with thanksgiving to God for the bless- 
ings she has received and with humble 
joy that this work has proved itself in 
practice to be exactly what we longed 
and prayed that it might be. She says: 
“I am so grateful for the opportunity 
of sending you a donation for your 
Christmas offering toward the fine work 
of your radio ministry. Yours is the 
message I can always rely on to feed my 
soul. How the truth of His Word shines 
for His own—and the preaching of man’s 
wisdom leaves a longing and dissatis- 
faction—yes, even a very real sadness 
within our hearts as we listen to it, and 
recognize the apostasy and weakness of 
the sermons that hundreds are listening 
to, hoping to find the ‘answer.’ How 
starved and hungry the people are! The 
filled churches are witness to this fact— 
yet Sunday after Sunday they must listen 
to help which comes through well-or- 
ganized church plans, women’s associa- 
tions, etc., etc., instead of being told 
of the finished work on Calvary, sin that 
has been borne, the atoning blood shed 
and the sinner’s pardon granted and 
reconciliation made unto our God 
through Christ our substitute and 
sacrificial Lamb. How these weary souls 
need to know the wonderful joy of the 
burden of sin removed, not through 
good works, but through the precious 
blood shed for our sin. Many of my 
friends are now listening to your broad- 





cast. Some who were babes are really 
growing, and we have a Monday group 
to review Sunday’s message. The older 
ones help along the others. The Holy 
Spirit quickens, and I am praying that 
our group will grow. Your ‘Messages to 
the Seven Churches’ has been a great 
help. May you be richly blessed in this 
work.” 

We are indeed grateful to God for 
this blessing and want to pass the idea 
on to others. We now have about 
seventy-five booklets in print, covering 
approximately four hundred radio mes- 
sages and comprising a commentary on 
scores of portions of the Word of God 
and most of the great doctrines of Scrip- 
ture. Bible classes can well base their 
study on these messages, and at a cost 
(no profit!) of about five cents a study. 
Write to The Bible Study Hour, P. O. 
Box 2000, Philadelphia 3, for further 
information. If anyone wishes to have 
these studies on tape, either for the 
blind, or for the voice to give emphasis, 
these tapes may also be rented. 


STATISTICS 


The Lord knows well the proud heart 
of man. If it is possible for man to take 
any credit for himself, he will find a 
way to do it. The greater his statistics 
the greater man believes his power and 
strength to be. 

Hidden in the law of Moses is the 
expression of a divine principle which 
highlights man’s pride and shows the 
great danger of statistics. The Lord said 
to Moses: “When you take the census 
of the people of Israel, then each shall 
give a ransom for himself to the Lord 
when you number them, that there be 
no plague among them when you num- 
ber them” (Exod. 30:11). 

Man in himself is nothing. When we 
stand on top of a high mountain, or 
look at the vastness of the ocean from 
an airplane several thousand feet above 
it, we understand David's song: “When 
I look at thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars which 
thou hast established; what is man that 
thou art mindful of him, and the son of 
man that thou dost care for him?” 
(Ps. 8:3, 4). 

Too few men take time to view the 
heavens and the vast works of God. Too 
frequently the thoughts that are incited 
by a glimpse into the deepest canyon, 
or at the panorama from the highest 
mountain are: “We averaged sixty in 
getting here”; or, “Let’s get going! We’ve 
been here thirty minutes and there are 
still Yellowstone and Glacier Parks to 
see this weekend.” 

Many years ago, seeking advice on 
church administration, I talked with an 
old pastor whose church boasted “four 
thousand members.” I asked him about 
this figure. Embarrassed, he said, “Well, 
in this day a lot of importance is at- 
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tached to numbers. My church is rated 
one of the top ones of this denomina- 
tion. My invitations to give lectures, 
and a lot of other honors in the Confer- 
ence come from the fact that we main- 
tain a roll of more than four thousand 
names. But I am quite sure that at least 
five hundred of them are in the cem- 
etery, and there are hundreds more 
whose addresses are not known. If we 
were honest, we would have to say that 
we can put our finger on about seven- 
teen hundred people. 

Gray horror settled on my soul as a 
result of this conversation. Moving in 
the opposite direction, I had had names 
removed from our rolls when they should 
not have been removed. The proof of 
this would come a year or two later 
when believers would write, asking for 
their letters of transfer to a church near 


their new residence in another part of 
the country. Often they would tell of 
great blessing and weuld say how much 
it had meant to them to be members 
of our church at the time of moving and 
resettlement. We would have to vote to 
restore the names to our membership 
list, and then send their letters to them. 

There is a happy medium which is the 
center of the Lord’s will in the matter. 
So long as we keep membership rolls to 
His honor and glory, there will be no 
difficulty. We must be careful to flee 
from statistics of “decisions.” More 
plague comes because of this than al- 
most anything else in Christian work. 
And a good frame of mind to seek is one 
that realizes that it is not as important 
to say, “There were a thousand people 
present,” as to say, ““The Lord was there 
in power and glory.” 


WHOLESALE BAPTISM 


An answer to a missionary problem by Donald Grey Barnhouse 


A young missionary has written, “A 
whole village has asked to be baptized 
(34 families). This is my first experience 
with such a request. What steps would 
you suggest to determine whether this 
is genuine?” 

The answer to this problem will be 
found in the New Testament, but we 
must not seek the answer on those pages 
that deal with the mass conversion of 
Jews. Pentecost was not a large-scale ex- 
perience of the new birth but the trans- 
fer by God of a great number (3000) of 
people already in a covenant relation- 
ship with God through Abraham—whose 
men had been circumcised in infancy, 
and for whom the priests had offered 
blood sacrifices every morning and even- 
ing, and on the high days of Passover 
and Atonement. This transfer took these 
people out of the saved relationship that 
was the same as that of Isaiah, John the 
Baptist, and others who lived and died 
before Christ into the saved relationship 
that has existed since Pentecost. These 
people were being moved from Israel to 
the Church. 

For the answer to this problem we 
must follow the early apostles as they 
moved out of the sphere of Judaism into 
the Gentile world. We may go to the 
Philippian jailer. Here was a Gentile 
who had no contact with Israel. Most 
probably he had never heard of Moses, 
the Psalms, or the Ten Commandments. 
He was a man of vicious temperament— 
a heathen of the type common in the 
Roman Empire, and common in Japan, 
China, India, and the rest of the pagan 
world today. He was capable of picking 
up a sword and plunging it to the hilt 
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into his body to end life before he could 
be arrested and executed by the authori- 
ties for allowing his prisoners to escape. 

“Do thyself no harm; we are all here” 
(Acts 16:28), was the cry from Paul in 
the inner prison. “What must I do to be 
saved?” was the jailer’s reply. 

We cannot argue that he had theologi- 
cal knowledge. His residence in Philippi, 
his employment as a jailer, his near- 
suicide, all argue his alien qualities and 
his brutal ignorance. 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved; and thine house,” 
the Holy Spirit answered through St. 
Paul. Some would argue that the jailer 
should have been enrolled in a prepara- 
tory class and given instruction for six 
months, but the Lord led Paul to baptize 
that man and all of his family that very 
night—even before Paul and Silas were 
taken into his house and fed. 

The important part of this narrative 
ends with the fact that there was re- 
joicing that he had believed in God. 

Put these two sentences together: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ . . . he 
believed in God.” We can certainly put 
these into spiritual oneness: He believed 
that Jesus Christ was God. 

Let us now apply this example to the 
thirty-four families who have asked to 
be baptized. The leaders in a village 
have believed on Christ. As a result, aM 
the followers ask to be baptized. In cer- 
tain pagan lands, this is a common prac- 
tice. If I were the missionary, I would 
call all the villagers together and speak 
as follows: 

“The one true God is our Creator. He 


made the sun, the moon, the stars and 


‘all other things. He created us. Our 


first parents wanted their own way and 
turned away from God’s will. Because 
of this, death entered into all things; 
the earth washes into the’ sea, ‘the large 
animals eat the small ones, the insects 
eat the plants, the weeds grow, and man 
grows old and dies. But the true God 
is love. This is the most wonderful thing 
we can say about Him. He is love, and 
He loves us in spite of the fact that we 
want our own way instead of His. He 
came to this earth as Jesus Christ, nine- 
teen hundred years ago, and men put 
Him to death on a cross because He told 
them that their good works could not 
be accepted by Him. They had to con- 
fess that they were creatures, and that 
they had the seeds of evil in their hearts. 
By nature they and we have the seeds 
of lying, thievery, murder and all other 
sin within us. After they killed Him for 
telling them this, they put His body into 
a grave; but three days later He rose 
from the dead, and after a few weeks He 
ascended into Heaven where He is seat- 
ed on the throne of God until the time 
when He shall come to judge all men 
and bring righteousness to the earth. 

“God commands men to turn about- 
face. They have been trusting themselves 
and despising Him. Now they must trust 
Him and despise themselves. He says 
that we are to believe that Jesus Christ 
is God and that His death on the cross 
paid the penalty for our sins. He says 
that if we believe this He will come to 
live in our hearts and little by little will 
change our way of living. As we yield to 
Him, He will bless us. 

“Now if any man in this village wants 
to follow Jesus Christ he will come and 
stand before me. He will say: ‘I believe 
that Jesus Christ is God the Son and 
that He came to die in order that I 
might have life eternal. As best I know, 
I believe that He took my sins when He 
gave His life for me, and I believe He 
rose from the dead and is my Lord in all 
things. As best I know I give Him my 
life and take Him to live in me and to 
show me day by day what He wants me 
to do.’ 

“You must understand that this water 
does not wash away your sins. Only the 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ does this. 
The water is a symbol of: His cleansing 
power. If you come and say these words 
without truly believing in your heart, 
then you put yourselves into the hands 
of God for judgment. It is a fearful 
thins to lie to the true God. I have no 
way of knowing your heart, but God 
does.” 

Belore the meeting the missionary 
could have a private talk with those 
whom he considered to be the most sin- 
cere, asking them to present themselves 
first. When they came, he should be 
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owe REVOLUTION 


w THEOLOGY 


By BERNARD RAMM 


Here’s a simple explanation of developments in theology 


important to every literate Christian 


Th a revolution has taken place in theology in recent 

years is common knowledge, even in little West Texas 
towns. The names of Kierkegaard, Barth, and Brunner are 
mentioned with the same respect as those of Calvin, Luther, 
and Knox. Words such as “existentialism,” “encounter,” 
and “paradox,” are the new theological coin of the land 
and sound uncomfortably strange to seminary graduates 
of thirty years ago. This revolution in theology is gener- 
ally dubbed “neo-orthodoxy.” It does not imply that the 
old orthodoxy is dead, or that the theological liberals are 
extinct; neither does it mean that all labeled as “neo-ortho- 
dox” fit a neat, simple pattern. But there is a family resem- 
blance discernible among the neo-orthodox. In this article, 
we wish to explore the various historical elements which 
helped produce the neo-orthodox revolution in theology. 

In the year 1920 the Protestant world was divided into 
two distinct groups. Beginning with strict Anglicanism, the 
orthodox were distributed through several variations and 
species to Fundamentalism. The orthodox held the com- 
mon thesis that the only valid version of Christianity was 
that stated in the early Church creeds, and further deep- 
ened in the interpretations and confessions of the time of 
the great Reformation. The religious liberals (distributed 
from the near-evangelical modernists to the Unitarians) be- 
lieved that Christianity—like any or all religions—evolved 
or developed, and therefore it was foolish for Christians of 
the twentieth century to bind themselves to the thought- 
forms and categories held by Christians of the earlier cen- 
turies. The liberals regarded creeds as provisional and his- 
torically conditioned documents which expressed the faith 
of the people who wrote them but had no enduring theo- 
logical validity. 

The orthodox and the liberal attitudes toward Christian- 
ity were incompatible, and only the theologically inept 
failed to see that the two were oppositional. In 1920 it ap- 
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peared that there were only two options for a Protestant— 
liberal or orthodox—and that the rest of the century would 
be spent in a series of battles between these two groups. 

But already a quiet revolution, destined to shatter this 
situation, was in progress. If a man had prophetic insight 
he would have seen these small beginnings, these tender 
little shoots, these little-heralded publications which would 
eventually change the theological face of Europe and 
America. The revolution has come and the older classifica- 
tion into orthodox and liberal is no longer adequate. At 
least one more classification must be added—neo-orthodox, 
and that is not really sufficient to cover all the significant 
schools of contemporary theology. 

(1) Back of the revolution in theology was a revolution 
in philosophy. Early in the twentieth century, most phil- 
osophers were tagged as positivists, pragmatists, realists, 
idealists, naturalists, or materialists. But, growing under 
their feet was. a new philosophy—existentialism, which chal- 
lenged the entire method of procedure of the traditional 
philosophical schools. Existentialism is subtle and compli- 
cated but we may describe it as follows: whereas traditional 
philosophers thought of truth as a knowing mind grasping 
a knowable object, existentialism insisted that there was a 
new dimension of truth in which person encounters per- 
son; whereas the traditional philosophers believed that the 
way to truth was by the proper use of one’s reason, the 
existentialists believed that truth was encountered by a pro- 
found, inward movement of the emotions (subjectivity); 
whereas the traditional philosophers sought the hallmark 
of truth in its coherence or consistency or practicality, ex- 
istentialism finds the hallmark of truth in the paradoxical; 
and whereas traditional philosophers thought of truth as a 
matter of intellectual, “objective” apprehension, the exis- 
tentialists claim that truth is grasped only in the passion of 
decision. 

The existentialists are radically skeptical about all tradi- 
tional approaches to philosophy. Neo-orthodoxy shares in 
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this skepticism, and has been significantly influenced by 
existential philosophy. 

(2) The persistent criticism of liberalism by the ortho- 
dox was a disturbing suggestion that there was something 
radically wrong with liberalism. Although at times the lib- 
erals flaunted their supposed superiority of learning, hu- 
manists and atheists on the sidelines admitted that the 
Fundamentalists held the sounder position. Liberalism could 
not claim a complete rout, so long as such giants as Orr, 
Forsyth, and Denney in England; Kuyper and Bavinck in 
Holland; Lecerf in France; and Warfield, Vos, and Machen 
in America refused to give up orthodoxy for liberalism. 

Neo-orthodoxy admits that the orthodox suspicions of 
the radical defects in liberalism were correct; and one of 
the items which orthodoxy and neo-orthodoxy have in 
common is a repudiation of the liberal program in Chris- 
tian theology. 

(3) A group of scholars (Swiss, German, and English) 
refused to be impressed by the liberal approach to the 
Bible. These scholars were not Fundamentalists because 
they thought the Fundamentalist doctrine of inspiration 
was too strict, and that it failed to admit the right of bibli- 
cal criticism. On the other hand, they disagreed with the 
liberals and insisted that the critical approach to the 
Bible did not rule out a theological appreciation and un- 
derstanding of the Bible. These biblical realists wrote signi- 
ficant theological works, commentaries, and biblical studies. 
When the neo-orthodox movement came into its own, the 
biblical realists joined forces with it in reasserting the 
theological validity of Sacred Scripture. 

(4) Although archeological research was diligently car- 
ried on in the nineteenth century, the real significance of 
the materials unearthed was not properly grasped until some 
time after 1920. The new data and its interpretation served 
to weaken the liberal interpretation of the Bible, and to 
strengthen the conservative. The leader in this fresh ar- 
cheological understanding of the Bible is W. F. Albright. 

Much of the critical work of the liberals was done before 
there was sufficient understanding of the meaning of the 
archeological findings. But, as more ancient artifacts were 
unearthed, more and more critical theses became unten- 
able, while more and more of the conservative ones became 
plausible. Whereas in the heyday of radical criticism a state- 
ment in the Bible was suspect till verified, now archeologi- 
cal data suggests that a biblical statement is valid till proved 
otherwise. 

This new confidence in much of the history of the Bible, 
this modulated attitude toward Old Testament studies, fits 
into the new theological appreciation of the Bible by the 
neo-orthodox, and helps reinforce that view of the Bible. 

(5) The optimistic interpretation of man, and the 
Utopian view of history, held by many liberals, has been 
severely dislocated. Marx showed that much of our pro- 
posed objectivity of thought and philosophy was really 
rationalization in defense of our invested financial inter- 
ests. Psychoanalysis revealed that underneath man’s self- 
composure and civilization is a sordid, irrational “ego.” 
Spengler insisted that civilizations do not ever and always 
progress upward but that they grow senile and die—and 
western civilization is not exempt from this fate. The 
violent strikes showing barbarous hearts in the strikers, and 
adamant and cruel indifference to human need on the part 
of management, shocked this view. The emergence of dicta- 
torships with their secret police, fabricated justice, and un- 
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measured hatreds and cruelties shocked it. The net result 
was a depressing and pessimistic interpretation of man; a 
more realistic understanding of human evil and wickedness. 
This pessimism concerning man fitted appropriately into 
the neo-orthodox interpretation of man as fallen, and man 
as a sinner. 

(6) During recent decades there has been a serious 
restudy of Luther and Calvin. Scholars have felt that the 
popular conception of Luther and Calvin is not the correct 
one, but that these men have been encased in shells of 
traditional and dogmatic interpretation. These new Re- 
formation studies are serious efforts to discover the original 
Luther and Calvin. Liberalism had no real interest in such 
studies unless as topics for research, or perchance to show 
how Luther or Calvin anticipated some tenet of liberalism. 
But the problems of theology have moved a long way from 
the issues of the Reformation. The Reformation interpreta- 
tion of Christianity was obsolete, unless a theologian rein- 
terpreted the Reformation doctrines by a process of linguis- 
tic dilution—giving new and radically different meanings 
to the old words and expressions. 

However, the new Reformation studies make it clear that 
Luther and Calvin, each in his own way, had genius-insight 
into the problems of theology. Instead of being obsolete, 
they can teach us a good deal today. Neo-orthodoxy claims 
to be a retreat to the Reformation and has used these new 
Luther and Calvin studies much to its own advantage. 

(7) Liberalism was a theology of divine immanence. 
Some liberalism has been pantheistic, some pantheizing, and 
the rest of it, panentheistic (the presence of God in all 
things). God is the ever-present, all-pervasive Divine Spirit. 
The only difference between God and man is quantitative— 
there is more of God than man but they are both cut from 
the same bolt. No rude doctrine of sin separates the Divine 
Spirit from the Human Spirit. “Saved” and “lost,” or, 
“Christian” and “non-Christian” are only relative terms, 
and do not signify an absolute division of humanity. 

The resurgence of the doctrine of divine transcendence, 
as inspired by the writings of Séren Kierkegaard, has 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 








WORKERS MOVING BACK TO EGYPT 


American mission workers evacuated 
{rom Egypt during the Suez conflict are 
‘trickling back” to that country despite 
U. S. State Department reluctance to is- 
sue permits, a Protestant missions leader 
said recently in New York. 

Dr. Roland W. Scott, executive secre- 
tary of the Joint Office for Southern 
Asia and Near East Committees of the 
National Council of Churches’ Division 
of Foreign Missions, made this report at 
a meeting here of the Near East Com- 
mittee. 

He also said that no American church 
properties in Egypt were damaged and 
no missionaries lost their lives. 

Dr. Scott said that reported requests 
for re-entry endorsements are being 
turned down in Washington as “not in 
the public interest.” Others, he said, in- 
cluding the families of missions person- 
nel who remained in Egypt, are still 
awaiting answers to their requests for 
permission to return to their posts. 

“Those who have been permitted to 
go back are mostly medical missionaries 
and technicians,” he said. Under nor- 
mal conditions, he added, several hun- 
dred Americans live and work in mis- 
sions schools and hospitals in Egypt. 

Dr. Scott described the situation in 
Egypt as “settling down.” Whereas 
properties belonging to the French and 
British missions have been sequestered 
by the Egyptian government and their 
bank accounts frozen, he said, all Ameri- 
can mission properties were at least par- 
tially manned during the crisis. 


SOUTH AFRICAN TENSION GROWS 


The Capetown Presbytery of the Pres- 
byterian Church of South Africa inti- 
mated that it would resort to civil dis- 
obedience if proposed legislation giving 
the government control over church 
services attended by both Europeans 
and Africans is enacted. : 

In a statement read from pulpits in 
all churches of the denomination here, 
the Presbytery declared that to bow to 
government control of multi-racial wor- 
ship services would be to “disregard our 
Lord’s own words—My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all nations.” 

“In the event therefore, of the bill be- 
coming law,” the statement said, “it 
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would be our solemn duty, while not 
unmindful of our obligations towards 
and respect of civil power, to take our 
stand on the words of Calvin: ‘We are 
subject to men who rule over us but 
subject only in the Lord. If they com- 
mand anything against Him, let us not 
pay least regard to it nor be moved by 
all the dignity they possess as magis- 
trates—dignity to which no injury is 
done when it is subordinated to the spe- 
cial and truly supreme power of God.’” 

The proposed new law is incorporated 
in a section of the Native Laws Amend- 
ment Bill. It would require permission 
from the Minister of Native Affairs, Dr. 
H. F. Verwoerd, for multi-racial services 
in churches or other institutions estab- 
lished since 1938. 

The bill has been opposed by the 
Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist 
and Baptist Churches and other relig- 


ious groups. 


CHICAGO TV BAN LIFTED 


The Action Committee for Freedom 
of Religious Expression has withdrawn 
its request to the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission for a public hearing 
on Chicago television station WGN- 
TV's application for a license to oper- 
ate a new and more powerful trans- 
mitter. 

In announcing its decision the com- 
mittee, which was formed to protest the 
cancellation by WGN-TV of a premiere 
telecast last December of the film “Mar- 
tin Luther,” said the petition to the 
FCC was being withdrawn in view of a 
scheduled showing of the movie by Sta- 
tion WBKB, the American Broadcasting 
Company’s Chicago affiliate. 

“It now appears that the film ‘Martin 
Luther’ will be telecast in Chicago by 
Station WBKB on Tuesday, April 23rd 
at 10 p.m.,” the committee said. “The 
immediate goal of the Action Commit- 
tee which was to make this important 
film available to the people of Chicago, 
therefore, will have been achieved.” 

The world television premiere of the 
film was watched by more than 56 per 
cent of the Milwaukee area residents 
who had their sets on at the starting 
time. 

The film was shown over Station 
WISN-TV. It was sponsored by a real 


estate firm under arrangements made by 
the Lutheran Men in America of Wis- 
consin. 


NEAR EAST RADIO STATION 


Plans for the construction in the 
Near East of a 100,000-watt radio trans- 
mitter to beam programs to the Arabic- 
speaking world were approved by the 
Near East Committee of the National 
Council of Churches at a meeting in 
New York. 

The station will be operated in co- 
operation with the Near East Christian 
Council whose headquarters are in 
Beirut, Lebanon. 

To be built at a cost of $250,000, it 
will be supported by cooperative Prot- 
estant foreign mission boards. The sta- 
tion’s programs will be educational and 
cultural as well as religious. It is being 
planned by RAVEMCCO which directs 
the work of the National Council in 
mass communications overseas. The let- 
ters stand for “Radio, Audio-Visual Edu- 
cation, Mass Communications Commit- 
tee.” 


CHRISTIANS IN RUSSIA 


The great paradox of Russia today, 
at least to the American mind, is that 
Russia is filled with Christians who are 
also professed Communists. That is what 
the Rev. Paul E. Freed, of Greensboro, 
found on a recent trip to Russia. 

Freed is President of International 
Evangelism, an independent missionary 
organization which, since 1954, has op- 
erated the Voice of Tangier, an interna- 
tional Christian radio station located in 
North Africa. This station reaches not 
only Russia but a large part of Europe, 
North Africa and the Middle East. 

“I found the Christians whom I met 
in Russia,” Mr. Freed said, “really out 
and out for the Lord. But I had a shock 
when all of them said categorically that 
they were Communists.” 

One young Russian said to him: “Of 
course you know that Jesus Christ was a 
Communist and the Bible teaches Com- 
munism. Therefore, all good Christians 
are Communists.” 

“I realized,” Mr. Freed went on to 
say, “that Russian Christians are also a 
part of the Soviet system and either do 
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not dare to criticize it or their religious 
- liberty would be in danger, not to men- 
tion their lives; or perhaps they really 
believe this. They insist they have re- 
ligious liberty in Russia.” 

“Be sure to preach Christ,” one leader 
told him earnestly. “Don’t talk about 
anything else. The people love to hear 
about the Lord Jesus Christ but are not 
interested in other things.” 

Freed felt that this injunction held a 
warning not to get into other fields, that 
the leaders had to be careful not to 
touch on other matters and issues. How- 
ever, this was the only limitation he en- 
countered in his preaching, although 
wherever he went and spoke, there was 
always a so-called guide in the meeting. 

“I have heard of no persecution of 
Christians in recent months,” Freed said 
in reply to a question. “In the approxi- 
mately five thousand Baptist churches in 
Russia, there is outward freedom of 
speech and worship.” 


NIXON ON VATICAN RELATIONS 


Vice President Richard M. Nixon re- 
plied “I don’t know” when newsmen 
asked him if he anticipated the eventual 
resumption of relations between the 
United States and the Vatican. 

The question was put to him after he 
had been received in private audience 
by Pope Pius XII, who praised Ameri- 
cans for continuing to rely “at this deli- 
cate hour” on goodwill as a key instru- 
ment for the settlement of international 
disputes. 

Nixon told the reporters that “per- 
sonally, I can only hope for the continu- 
ation of the same good personal rela- 
tions so far existing between the United 
States of America and the Holy See.” 


CHRISTIAN REFORMED CENTENNIAL 


One of the most vigorous smaller 
branches of American evangelical Prot- 
estantism this year celebrates its cen- 
tennial with a program of activities em- 
bracing every form of modern communi- 
cation, with the object of increasing its 
impact upon American religious life. 

The Christian Reformed Church, 
whose beginnings a hundred years ago 
sprang up among pioneering immi- 
grants of Netherlands Dutch stock, num- 
bers less than a quarter million adher- 
ents in some 500 congregations in the 
United States and Canada, but it has 
had an influence on American Protes- 
tantism far out of proportion to its small 
membership. Distinctive among its con- 
tributions to the American scene are its 
nationally-known system of parent-con- 
trolled Christian schools, indicative of 
its great stress on Christian education; 
the large number of authors who have 
published books on religious subjects, 
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especially on Calvinistic theology; and 
its Back to God Hour on radio and tele- 
vision. 

A large mass meeting was held at the 
Civic Auditorium, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
March 19 and at the International Am- 
phitheater in Chicago April 5. These 
rallies were highlights of a _ thirteen- 
week program of Centennial observance 
running through May 26. April 7, Cen- 
tennial Sunday, was marked by special 
offerings for a Memorial building to be 
erected at Calvin Theological Seminary. 


SEOUL SCHOOLS TO MERGE 


Merger of two leading Christian 
schools in Seoul, Korea—Chosen Chris- 
tian University and Severance Union 
Medical College—was announced here 
by the Cooperating Board for Christian 
Education in Chosen which will oper- 
ate the merged co-educational institu- 
tion. It will be known as Yonsei Uni- 
versity. 

The board also announced the ap- 
pointment of Dr. L. George Paik, for- 
merly president of Chosen Christian 
University, as Yonsei’s first president. 
President M. S. Kim of Severance Un- 
ion Medical College has been named 
dean of the Yonsei University Medical 
School. 


FIVE MILLION RSV BIBLES 


Five million copies of the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible have been 
placed in circulation since its publica- 
tion in 1952 under the auspices of the 
National Council of Churches. 

Dr. Luther A. Weigle of New Haven, 
Conn., dean emeritus of Yale Divinity 
School, reported on the progress of the 
Bible distribution at a meeting here of 
the council’s General Board. The theo- 
logian served as chairman of the Stan- 
dard Bible Committee which produced 
the RSV. 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS CONFERENCE 


Editors and writers of all denomina- 
tions have been invited to attend the 
tenth annual Christian Writers and Edi- 
tors’ Conference July 27-Aug. 3 at the 
American Baptist Assembly grounds, 
Green Lake, Wis. The conference is 
sponsored by the Christian Authors’ 
Guild of Philadelphia. 

Conference leaders include Dr. Clar- 
ence W. Hall, senior editor, Reader’s 
Digest; Virgil E. Foster, editor, Interna- 
tional Journal of Religious Education; 
Anna Perrott, Rose Wright and Eliza- 
beth L. Yates, authors; Prof. Roland E. 
Wolseley, Syracuse University School of 
Journalism; and others. 

The Christian Authors’ Guild was 
launched in 1949 by Edith T. Osteyee, 


an experienced journalist and author. 
In 1955 it was taken over by the Ameri- 
can Baptist Publication Society which 
operates it on an interdenominational 
basis. Besides the conference the Guild 
sponsors a correspondence school for 
Christian writers. 


Advance conference registrations 


should be sent to Dr. Benjamin P. 
Browne, 1703 Chestnut St., Philadel- 


phia 3, Pa. 


SAYS STATE CHURCH ON WAY OUT 


The president of the Baptist Union 
of Sweden said in Washington the tradi- 
tional State Church is on its way out in 
Europe. 

Dr. Gunnar Westin, former dean of 
the theological faculty at Upsala Uni- 
versity, made the statement at headquar- 
ters of the Baptist World Alliance. He is 
a prominent Swedish church historian. 

“A strong doctrine of Church and 
State separation is developing through- 
out Europe,” Dr. Westin said. 

A member of the Baptist World Alli- 
ance executive committee, he came to 
the United States last fall for a four- 
month lecture engagement at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis- 
ville, Ky. He also has lectured at other 
theological schools. 


SCROLLS SHOW WIDE USE OF HEBREW 


Researchers studying the Dead Sea 
Scrolls are finding that Hebrew was used 
far more widely as a written and spoken 
language in Palestine at the time of 
Christ than they had heretofore 
supposed. 

Msgr. Patrick W. Skehan, who has 
been working on the scrolls in Jeru- 
salem, made the comment in an inter- 
view. He is professor of Semitic lan- 
guages at the Catholic University of 
America in Washington. 

Scholars, he said, were surprised to 
find that 90 per cent of the scrolls found 
in 1952 appear to be written in ancient 
Hebrew and only 8 per cent in Aramaic. 
The latter was used widely in the Middle 
East by all Semitic peoples for nine cen- 
turies before Christ, the priest said. It 
is the language Christ is believed to have 
spoken. 

Another discovery of interest to 
scholars, Msgr. Skehan said, is that six 
of the 388 scroll fragments are in Greek. 

“This proves that the Essenes were in 
contact with Greek-speaking peoples of 
Egypt,” he explained, “and that they 
were familiar with the Greek language.” 


TAX EXEMPTION GRANTED 


California voters passed a referendum 
measure granting tax exemption to 
property used for church parking lots. 
The vote was approximately 1,200,000 
to 1,000,000. 
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“Facts” in the Christian day school are presented in the setting of Christian philosophy 


PUBLIC SCHOO 


A MEASURE OF RESPONSIBILITY — THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 


By GROSVENOR Cc. RUST 
Assistant Professor of Education, Wheaton College 


“Ht that handleth a matter wisely shall find good, and 
whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he.” This thought 
from Proverbs 16 fits our discussion well. Few matters need 
more wisdom than the handling of our responsibilities to 
educate our young. Many conflicts can appear to bring con- 
sternation. Such may be true if your community has a 
Christian grade or high school. 

The advent of Christian grammar and high schools has 
provoked questions for many parents of Christian homes. 
Should they or should they not send their children to such 
a school? Ought Christian parents to separate themselves 
from secular public education? Aren’t there enough people 
interested in our public schools? 

Some reasons advanced are NoT good reasons why Chris- 
tian parents should send their children to a Christian grade 
or high school! One such reason would be the fear that 
purely secular training will put them and their child under 
conditions of tension. Such a condition might arise where 
positive decisions must be made concerning Christian prin- 
ciples of living as taught by Scripture. It may be from a 
social event or a comment in class that the “test” arises. 
Typical of this is the remark, “I wouldn’t know how to tell 
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Judy she could not go to the class theater party. She might 
blow up and cry.” The nature of the instance may change, 
but the trouble in some form will plague the parent even 
though the child isin a Christian atmosphere at school. The 
basic source is a weak child-parent relationship. 

Another reason is derived from the sterile nature of home 
Christianity in some families. Irregular attention to family 
worship dilutes attitudes toward church, and absence of 
spiritual matters in conversation may indicate an escapist 
attitude toward the responsibility of godliness at home. 
The Christian school must not be decided upon as the 
“insurance policy” against possible juvenile problems by 
such a family..It can be properly argued that it is better to 
have the child get what the Christian school can give than 
not to have it. But this must not be presented to relieve the 
parents of responsibility. 

Still another reason can be drawn from the feeling of 
many that it would be “heavenly” not to have to be marked 
out as being a Christian! The private school atmosphere 
of most Christian schools precludes much of a test of testi- 
mony. Everyone, while there, abides by the institution's 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Christian school leaders stress the importance of Christ-centered education in the formative years 





CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 


PARENTS SHOULD PROVIDE CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION 


By ROY W. LOWRIE, JR. 


Principal of the Delaware County Christian Day School, Newtown Square, Pa. 


Wa parent can adequately express the emotions that 
arise when a son or daughter—our “heritage from the 
Lord”—is born? 

Apart from the transcendent blessing of our eternal re- 
lationship with God through Jesus Christ, no blessing from 
the Lord seems greater than His gift of children. 

Among the thoughts that flood us when we see our child 
for the first time is the overwhelming sense of responsibility 
as parents. And, seen in its entirety by the Christian mother 
and father, this responsibility is supremely one of raising 
this child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Our 
consuming desire is that he come to know God’s Son, to 
grow in such a way that he will bring joy to the heart of the 
Father, to live a life of fruitfulness for the glory of God. 

As Christian parents we recognize the need for family 
Bible reading and prayer. We are also thankful for activi- 
ties outside the home which help our child to grow: Sunday 
school, church, vacation Bible school, youth meetings, the 
Christian camp. From whatever direction it comes, we re- 
ceive as from the Father anything which helps our children 
to mature in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Many Christian parents also appreciate the help of Bible 
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school or Christian college on .an educational level beyond 
high school. ; 

There are some of us who believe we have been led by 
God to establish another means for the mental, physical, 
and spiritual development of our children. In most instances 
this newer medium is comparatively small, relatively young, 
poorly publicized, often misunderstood. I refer to the Chris- 
tian day school which educates at the elementary and sec- 
ondary level. 

The contemporary interdenominational Christian day 
school is seldom parochial (under ecclesiastical control, run 
by a church) but is instead owned and operated by Chris- 
tian parents who usually come from a number of different 
churches. These parents have banded together for the edu- 
cation of their children, in some instances encouraged by 
older Christians and individual churches. (Another type of 
evangelical Christian day school has existed for many years 
in various sections of the United States: the Christian Re- 
formed or Lutheran day school. Through counsel and liter- 
ature these older, established schools have rendered valuable 
service to the newer, interdenominational schools.) 


(Continued on page 33) 
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Who's Putting Religion Off the Air? 





Responses fo 


Eternity’s Statement on Broadcasting 


National Council of Churches 
BROADCASTING AND FILM COMMISSION 


e@ | have read with keen interest your thoughtful analy- 
sis entitled “Who's Putting Religion Off the Air?” I ap- 
preciate your offering me the opportunity to comment. 


I want to commend Eternity for its constructive ap- 
proach to the problem of broadcasting the Christian re- 
ligion. I hope that as the discussion continues the real 
issues will come into focus. The question is not “who's 
doing what to whom?” but “how is the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be communicated effectively through the new 
media of radio and television?” 


The Advisory Policy Statement on Religious Broadcast- 
ing, adopted by the National Council of Churches (copies 
on request), had to do with the role of religion in broad- 
casting. It said, in effect, that the inclusion of the right 
amount of effective religious broadcasting, with proper 
timing, is essential to the best interests of our nation and 
its people; that it could not be taken for granted, either 
by station management or by broadcasters, that every pro- 
gram labelled “religious” is necessarily good religion or 
good broadcasting. Because we have the conviction that 
willingness or ability to pay for time should never be al- 
lowed to outweigh considerations of target audience and 
program effectiveness, we advised against the sale or pur- 
chase of time for religious broadcasting. Obviously there are 
many who are not prepared to take this bit of advice, which 
is their right. 


That Christians should get together and prayerfully con- 
sider how to resolve their differences, we fully agree. This 
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process is now going on, but on a personal and not on a 
political level. We have a two-fold concern: (1) that radio 
and television be used to reach those who are accessible 
through broadcasting as in no other way and (2) that radio 
and television be used in such a way as to realize their high- 
est potential (i.e., religious broadcasts must be “good radio” 
and “good television”). 


On the first score, we estimate that the available audience 
for gospel programs, directed to like-minded people and 
couched in the accepted language of the sanctuary, is min- 
imal—perhaps 10 per cent of the total population. These are 
the people who already love the Lord and are happy to be 
fed by radio and television in much the same manner as they 
are ministered to in church. Since they are being ministered 
to in many other ways, such as preaching, worship, religious 
literature, etc., these are probably the people who need 
radio and television the least. 


There appears to be a much larger audience—perhaps 
two and a half to three times as large—of people who range 
all the way from nominal to devoted Christians, but have 
two things in common. One is that they think of themselves 
as Protestant or orthodox Christians and have a basis for 
understanding programs with a Christian orientation. The 
other is that they are critical of programs that simply dupli- 
cate what is normally done in church and do not take into 
consideration the peculiar requirements of radio and tele- 
vision. 


There is a third and much larger audience—perhaps as 
much as 60 per cent of the population—who, because of their 
religious convictions or complete lack of religious affiliation, 
are allergic to Protestant and orthodox programing that is 
readily identifiable as such. 


ETERNITY 


National Association of Evangelicals 
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS 


e@ Ihave read “Who's Putting Religion Off the Air?” I am 
much disappointed at the faint praise given the recent con- 
vention of the National Religious Broadcasters, Inc., held 
in the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, D. C., January 30, 
31, 1957. This gathering was one of the greatest demonstra- 
tions of evangelical fellowship, cooperation, and solidarity 
in the face of crisis in our time. 

Since your readers could not know the facts about it from 
your story may I say that practically all of the responsible 
evangelical Christian radio broadcasters in the United States 
outside the National Council of Churches were represented. 
These agencies use both sustaining and paid radio time, 
are heard on most of the radio stations in the U.S.A., have 
an audience of 60,000,000 listeners, spend between ten and 
twelve million dollars a year to get the evangelical gospel 
out, and constitute the chief source of sound, biblical 
preaching on the radio stations of America. 

Your readers might also wish to know that the top lead- 
ers of the radio-television industry, representing the NA- 
RTB, the national networks, and local station management, 
were on our program, as well as outstanding government 
officials in the field of communications. President Eisen- 
hower sent us his personal greetings. 

Your article also fails to state the facts concerning the 
present impasse between the Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission of the NCC and the National Religious Broad- 
casters. 

1. The Federal Council of Churches at one time at- 
tempted to control Protestant religious radio in the U.S.A. 
The National Religious Broadcasters, Inc., came into being 
to save the day for evangelical Protestant broadcasting. 

2. The Broadcasting and Film Commission of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches (successor to the FCC) in April 
of 1956 adopted and published a policy of opposition to 
the sale or purchase of radio time for the broadcasting of 
religion. 

3. The BFC in that same document called upon all 
local and regional Councils of Churches and Councils of 
Church Women to aid them in implementing that policy 
at the local level. 

4. Asa result of the BFC action many evangelical Prot- 
estant broadcasters have been thrown off the air and the 
situation has not changed as of this writing. 

If your readers would like verification of the above facts 
we are in position to furnish it. 

It is not true that NRB has failed to confer with BFC 
leaders about this situation. The president of NRB and the 
NRB chairman of public relations spent many hours with 
the executive director of BFC on two occasions last sum- 
mer. These conversations were futile. As long as the BFC’s 
publicly announced policy stands, there can be no agree- 
ment. Its very existence is a threat to évangelical Protestant 
broadcasting in the U.S.A. 

We heartily agree with you that both “sustaining” time 
and “paid” time methods of broadcasting the gospel are 
legitimate. The National Religious Broadcasters, Inc., has 
always wholeheartedly approved of both. The National 
Council of Churches’ Broadcasting and Film Commission 
does not. It is because of BFC’c policy that NRB has un- 
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fortunately been forced to spend much of its time in defense. 
of the fundamental American rights of its members. 

We trust that the day may not be far distant when the 
BFC will change its un-American policy which now serious- 
ly endangers the broadcasting rights of the 23,000,000 Amer- 
ican Protestants who are not members of the National 
Council of Churches and the listening privileges of millions 
within their own constituency. 

James DeForest Murcu, President 
National Religious Broadcasters, Inc. 


These arbitrary divisions oversimplify the problem, but 
they have the virtue of indicating how groups of listeners 
are likely to react when they come upon a “religious” pro- 
gram. The radio-television audience is completely “non- 
captive” and quick to shift stations until it finds what it 
likes. There is no known way to make the radio-television 
audience “stand still” for something that is “good” for it 
but which it doesn’t like. 

The concern which we would lay upon the hearts of all 
praying Christians is that ways be found to stab awake the 
indifferent, and to create within the careless or wayward, 
tensions which can only be resolved by moving in the direc- 
tion of Christ and the Church. It may be that, in the provi- 
dence of God, numbers of people will be converted directly 
by radio and television. We think it far more likely that it 
will be through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, operating in 
the lives of Christian laymen and women to make them 
aware of a new readiness of those outside the fold to think 
and talk about the deeper issues of life. 

There is certainly place on the air for clear, provocative 
expositions of the Christian gospel. But the crying need is 
for a mastery of the potential of these great new media to 
reach and make receptive people to whom the church is not 
now ministering effectively. This is our concern, and we 
know it is yours also. 

S. FRANKLIN MAck, Executive Director 
National Council of the Churches of Christ 


National Association Radio & TV 
Broadcasters 


I have read with interest the editorial statement “Who's 
Putting Religion Off the Air?” in your magazine ETERNITY. 

I should like to repeat a thought which I have frequently 
expressed before religious, civic, and educational groups: 

The American broadcaster, today as never before, is a 
serious-minded and socially responsible citizen of his coun- 
try and of the community in which he lives. Such a broad- 
caster is certainly not interested in “putting religion off the 
air,” for he is basically a religious man himself, and his con- 
cern is that his programing policy reflect the spiritual needs 
of his community. 

I think that your interesting statement sets forth some of 
the problems in which every broadcaster has a real and 
sincere interest. 

Haro.tp E. Fet.tows, President 
National Association of Radio and Television Broadcasters 


True faith transforms the life. 21 








Sunday School Lessons 


HAROLD W. FIFE 





ABRAHAM AND HIS WORLD 


Lot, with his eyes toward Sodom, found himself 
surrounded with all kinds of trouble and wickedness 


MAY 19, 1957 
Background Scripture: Genesis 13; 18:1— 
19:29 
Devotional Reading: Luke 11:1-13 
Memory Selection: Psalms 82:8 
INTRODUCTION Substitute profits, stocks 
and shares, real estate, 
and a few other modern terms that signify 
“getting on,” for “flocks and herds, and 
well watered land,” and the melancholy 
story of Lot comes alive to us. Nephew Lot 
(14:12) owed everything to Abraham (cp 
13:1 with vs. 5), but with his keen eye to 
the main chance, felt no responsibility or 
warm generosity to the uncle who had 
taken him under his wing and helped him 
to prosperity. As so often happens, worldly 
success brought its problems and ultimate 
division in the family (frequently a sad 
family experience made acute on the death 
of parents) and gracious Abraham, though 
in the country of covenant promise, as be- 
fits a man of God offered Lot the choice 
(vs. 9)—an opportunity that Lot was not 
slow to take! His selection was motivated 
by purely selfish and material desires (vs. 
10) and he paid the inevitable and dreadful 
price of projecting himself and his family 
into the sin and oe am of Sodom. Like 
the air of a fever-ridden swamp, the infec- 
tion of wickedness is not always immediate- 
ly apparent and sometimes the full effects 
are delayed until the next generation, but 
it is fearfully apparent in the end. Lot was 
inevitably involved in the sorrows of Sodom 
(14:12 etc.—a comparison here of the rela- 
tionships mentioned in vss. 12 and 14 is 
v revealing as to the “casual” way in 
which they are defined) and was rescued by 
Abraham (vs. 16): through the years when 
Abraham was going on with God (chs. 14- 
18—about 15 years) we lose sight of Lot 
and only discover him again when the full 
consequences of his life have become ap- 
parent (ch. 19). He is now living in doomed 
Sodom (still, it will be noticed, with some 
fine feelings left) (vss. 1-3), surrounded by 
brawling, licentious, and utterly iniquitous 
people, to some of whom his own daugh- 
ters, born and raised in the godly atmos- 
phere of Abraham’s a were now mar- 
ried. Lot’s crowning self-imposed punish- 
ment came, (as we have seen it come) 
when, too late, he tries to woo and win his 
daughters and their husbands away from 
the doomed city, only to find that his own 
indolent spiritual life through the years 
has sap all his authority and influence 
(19:14). His cup is filled to the brim when 
his wife, looking longingly back to Sodom 
(now made poignantly attractive to her by 
the presence there of her daughters and, no 
doubt, grandchildren) is engulfed in its 
destruction, while Lot with his two un- 
married daughters, escapes, destitute and in 
terror to a cave (19:30). This is not merely 
a story of ancient times, as every pastor 
knows. Many, many folk around us are pay- 
ing for their own spiritual compromise in 
the tragedy of seeing their partner, chil- 
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‘powers and bitter discoura; 


dren, and grandchildren engulfed in the ut- 
ter worldliness of the age. 

Against that background we are called, 
as was Abraham, to intercessory prayer and 
it will greatly help us in this sacred minis- 
try to notice the characteristics of his pray- 
er. 


It was Heartfelt 


Abraham watched the angelic visitors go 
on their way to Sodom and his heart went 
with them (18:22): he visualized Lot and 
his family to whom he had given so much 
with so poor a return, and pictured the 
King of Sodom who at one time had, un- 
der Abraham’s influence made some pro- 
fession of faith in God neat sige His ac- 
quaintance with these people, deep con- 
cern for their spiritual welfare, and knowl- 
edge of the impending judgment stirred 
him to urgent and bold prayer. This heart 
concern is a prerequisite of real interces- 
sion and is too often lacking. “Bless so and 
so,” “Bless the missionaries” or “Unspoken 
request,” if of any use at all, is no substi- 
tute whatsoever for love-motivated prayer 
welling from a full heart. That is why we 
must enter into the circumstances of those 
for whom we pray: as we really know the 
plight of the —— the true situation on 
the mission field feel its battle against evil 
ents, the 
heartache of our fellow members in Christ, 
or the d need of the unconverted, we 
shall be stirred to pray as the only ade- 
quate outlet for our longing hearts. With- 
out a real burden there is no true inter- 
cession. 


It was Informed 


Abraham knew some of the people and 
something of the situation in Sodom: he 
was also informed (and this was more im- 
portant) as to the will of God for that city 
(18:17-21). Close communion with God en- 
genders the faith and knowledge which en- 
able us to pray aright; for Jesus said, “If 
ye abide in me and my words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be 
done unto you. . . . Henceforth I call you 
not servants; for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth: but I have called you 
friends; for all things that I have heard of 
my Father I have made known unto you” 
(John 15: vss. 7 and 15). We would be 
spared a great deal of so-called prayer that 
wanders aimlessly about in vague generali- 
ties (though generally couched in highly 
religious terms), if Christians knew more of 
the will of God. Abraham prayed intelli- 
gently, and, from the knowledge derived 
from his close walk with God, his 
prayer on the impending crucial events of 
his day. A like knowledge today, emanating 
from the same Source, will stir our hearts 
to focused, practical intercession; for vague- 
ness and ignorance in prayer are marks of 
unspirituality. 


It was so Persistent 


The somewhat naive account in vss. 23-33 
has been criticized by some as irreverent 
bargaining with God, but this surely over- 
looks the relationship between God and 
His friend Abraham (James 2:23), and the 
fact that he drew near (Genesis 18:23) and 
the Lord communed with him (18:33). Such 
a communing brings privileges and an un- 
derstanding which, if we do not share, at 
least we must not criticize. It lifted prayer 
out of the realm of “far-off petitioning” 
and into the rarefied yet profoundly simple 
atmosphere where Abraham could urge the 
burden of his heart to a God whom he 
knew, by his own experience, “delighted in 
mercy.” So we may and should persistently 
pray for God’s mercy to rest upon those 
who seem least to deserve it. 


It was Imperfect 


The exquisite commingling of the Sov- 
ereignty of God, the free will and respon- 
sibility of every individual, and the efficacy 
of the prayers of His saints, defies human 
analysis, yet comes within our experience. 
We know more than enough to enable us 
to trust, forbid us to presume, and urge us 
to pray. Abraham prayed for the preserva- 
tion of the city of Sodom, and God granted 
the deliverance of Lot and his two unmar- 
ried daughters (19:29). So our real prayers, 
imperfect at very best, are sure to be effec- 
tive; yet, in ways beyond our knowing, still 
are bounded on the one hand by the sin 
and wilfulness of man, and on the other by 
the Sovereignty of God. It is a comforting 
thought that the angelic pair urging Lot 
that fateful morning in om (19:16) was 
set in motion by a man praying afar off. 
So have we the power of prayer to loosen 
bonds and urge the laggard hearts to salva- 
tion, in places where we cannot set our feet. 

As surely as Abraham’s 


SUMMARY 
prayer power entered 

Sodom and released Lot, and the same pow- 
er of the early Church entered the prison 
and released Peter, so may we enter situa- 
tions which can only be reached by prayer, 
and bring the releasing power of God. 

The question is, do we pray like Abra- 
ham and the early Christians? 


MAY 26, 1957 
A Man of Peace in a World of Strife 


Scripture: Genesis 26:1-5, 12-33 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55:6-13 
Memory Selection: Matthew 5:9 


INTRODUCTION Christian history, like its 

secular counterpart, suf- 
fers from an undue focus on its militant as- 
pects. Great men such as Luther, Huss 
Tyndale, and Latimer who have been used 
of God mightily to turn the course of his- 
tory, are rightly revered and we cannot 
think too highly of them and the precious 
freedoms they won for us. But we must not 
forget the great host of God’s le who, 
in quiet ways and by peaceful ministries, 
have extended and consolidated His work 
and contributed greatly to giving us our 
rich heritage. Such a man was Isaac. He 
does not stand out in Scripture as a rugged 
character, and suffers by comparison with 
the mighty Abraham or the great leader 
Moses: yet through him, as well as the 
others, God maintained His covenant and 
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purposes. This lesson, therefore, is particu- 
larly apposite, ye that the great major- 
ity of us are not called to be world figures, 
but need to be reminded, as did Elijah, 
that God is not always manifest in the 
earthquake and fire and beret 
events, but reveals Himself too in a stil 
small voice. Such a tender voice is Isaac’s 
speaking clearly to us across the centuries 
and reminding us, as did our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that “blessed are the peacemakers.” 
There is not a situation, church, mission- 
ary fellowship, or community which would 
not be the richer for the sweet ministries of 
Isaac the Peacemaker: let us therefore take 
heed to this man who speaks gently to us 
across the years and reminds us of a very 
needful ministry available to everyone, and 
which the obvious blemishes in his charac- 
ter (faithfully recorded in Genesis 26:6-11 
etc.) could not nullify. 


The Peacemaker and His Setting 


The world has never been an easy place 
in which to seek peace and pursue it, and 
Isaac’s day was no exception. A severe fam- 
ine had driven him from his own soil and, 
being forbidden by God to take the natural 
course of going to Egypt (26:2) he was de- 
pendent upon Abimelech the Philistine—or 
would have been, had not God appeared 
and reminded Isaac of His covenant (vss. 2, 
8). In this troubled and _ self-motivated 
world, to be a man of peace requires first 
an inner peace based upon the covenant 
promises of God. When we believe that if 
we do not look after our own interests no- 
body else will, we shall inevitably develop 
belligerent and selfish attitudes. If, on the 
other hand, we believe that God has cove- 
nanted in Christ to meet our every need, 
we shall have that inner peace which, hav- 
ing done our duty and accepted our re- 
sponsibilities for those dependent upon us, 
enables us to face the world of strife with 
that tranquility of which Anna Waring 
writes: 


Father, I know that all my life 

Is portioned out for me: 

The chan that will surely come 
I do not fear to see; 

I ask Thee for a present mind 
Intent on pleasing Thee. 


I ask Thee for a thoughtful love, 
Through constant watching wise! 

To meet the glad with joyful smiles 
And wipe the weeping eyes: 

A heart at leisure frown itself 

To soothe and sympathize. 


No one is ever a real peacemaker who is 
not a ce- r: “Blessed are the 
peacemakers” is the seventh Beatitude and 
is only possible by way of experiencing the 
previous six. Our tragedy today is that 
= is being worked for by many who 

ave no experience of the inner heart peace 
promised by our Lord Jesus Christ to His 
disciples. Resting upon God’s covenant and 
promise, Isaac went into a hostile world 
ready to make peace. Do we? 


The Peacemaker 


The very ce and prosperity enjo 
by Isaac conhaih —— of the Phil 
istines who, motiva' by envy (vs. 14), 
choked his wells with in order to cut 
essential supplies (vs. 15)—a device similar 
to that pursued by Nasser today, and with 
exactly similar motives and results! Rather 
than “fight it out,” Isaac, though mightier 
than the Philistines (vs. 16), moved quietly 
away to Gerar where his father Abraham 
had dug wells which had been subsequently 
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filled by the Philistines. These were pati- 
ently cleared and given again the old 
names (vs. 18), and new ones added to sat- 
isfy the needs of his fast-growing flocks 
(vs. 19). Thus Isaac becomes a pattern for 
future generations who would build wisely: 
he keeps the benefit and blessing of the old, 
is not too proud to drink at the wells that 
slaked the thirst of his father, and yet adds 
his own find of springing water! But still 
he is not left in peace. Having waited for 
him to do the arduous work of clearing 
the old and finding and digging the new 
wells, the herdmen of Gerar claim them for 
themselves (vss. 20, 21) — the ques- 
tion had earlier been settled by covenant 
(Genesis 21: 25-end)—again an old, old, 
story frequently retold in our modern 
world! Isaac registered his dignified protest 
by naming the wells he vacated (20, 21), 
and eventually withdrew 40 miles to Re- 
hoboth (“wide open spaces”). In so doing 
he appears, after a time, to feel outside 
God’s will and returns to Beersheba close 
by the city of the Philistines. Here the 
Lord appeared to him and, reaffirming His 
covenant, urged courage and determination 
(“Fear not, for I am with thee,” vs. 24); 
and there Isaac took his stand upon the 
promises, built his altar, called upon the 
Lord, pitched his tent, and dug a well (vs. 
25). Note the order in which those things 
were done. Earlier, Isaac had dug the well 
first; now, putting God first, he stands his 
ground in calm confidence! So Isaac learns, 
as we must too, that though the servant of 
the Lord must not strive, he must quietly 
and firmly take his stand on God’s pur- 
poses and promises. As said Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., “The strong man is the 
man who can stand up for his rights and 
not hit back” (Time Feb. 2, 1957). We 
urgently need leaders, true leaders, who can 
lovingly take their stand as peacemakers 
without yielding one iota in principle. Such 
aa must be founded on the Word 
o! E 


The Peacemaker’s Testimony 


Isaac’s newfound strength of character 
uickly impressed Abimelech and_ his 
iends (vs. 56) and they are moved. to give 
a glowing and spontaneous testimony to 
him in the words, “We saw certainly that 
the Lord was with thee . . . thou art now 


blessed of the Lord” (vss. 28-29). Previous- || 


ly, impressed by his evident prosperity (vs. 
16), they drove him away: now, bein 
pressed by the evident blessing of up- 
on him, they covet his blessing and depart 
in peace (vs. 31). In the long run, the only 


qualities that make any impact for God. 


(whether in business or church life) are 


spiritual, and when men watch us: over a- 


period and say with conviction, “We saw 
certainly God was with thee,” they will lis- 
ten to our words and go in peace. 


Isaac’s testimony and ef- 
forts for peace began to 
be effective when he put “first things first” 
and, basing his life on the covenant prom- 
ises of God, took his stand and built his 
altar. 

Exactly the same principles pertain today. 


JUNE 2, 1957 
Brothers Divided (Temperance) 
Devotional Reading: I John 4:14-21 
_ Memory Selection: I John 4:20b 


INTRODUCTION “My ‘Brethren,” says Dr. 
Alexander Whyte, “there 
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Fuller Theological Seminary was 
founded for the express purpose of 
evangelizing the world for Jesus 
Christ. Missions is not merely a 
department of study in the school. 
It is an atmosphere which pervades 
the entire seminary. All of the 
students are confronted with the 
necessity of either going out as 
missionaries or of making it pos- 
sible for others to go. 

It is no accident that scores of 
graduates of Fuller serve Christ on 
the far-flung mission fields of the 
world. It reflects the calculated 


of the institution, which 
holds itself to be a trustee of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ with a debt 
to discharge. 

“Thus saith the Lord” is sufficient 
warrant for the Christian. After His 
resurrection the Son of God said: 
“As my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you.” We are not 
whether we will participate. We 
are told to go. 

Jesus Christ has finished our ~- 
salvation on the cross. It now is 
our responsibility to com- 
plete the purpose of Calvary by 
taking the gospel to needy lands. 
So long as there remains one un- 
unreached soul, there is justification 
for the continuance of this insti- 
tution with its emphasis on evan- 

lism and missions—for there can 

no evangelism which is not 
missionary and no missionary en- 
deavor which is not isti 
Fuller Theological Seminary con- 
siders it a joyful privilege to meet 
the. terms of this résponsibility. 


We are now processing applica- 
tions for the Fall Term, 1957. 
Write for catalog and booklet 
describing the Seminary, its 
strong academic program, its 
unusually qualified faculty 
and its positive stand for the 
fundamentals of the Faith. 


ee ee re 
TO: President Edward John Carnell 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
135 N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 


Please send me your current catalog 
and introductory booklet. 
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is no respect of persons in the Bible. The 
Bible puts the simple, naked truth before 
everything else. ore the consistency, be- 
fore the honour, and before the good name 
of the saints. Before propriety, before par- 
tiality, before what is seemly to be told, be- 
fore what is consoling, before what is edi- 
fying even.” Because of this it speaks so 
clearly to us across the centuries and, 
brushing aside the superficial differences 
between patriarchal life and ours, gives a 
sharply delineated picture of some of the 
problems which are as real today as they 
were then. In this frank and earthy por- 
trayal of life in Isaac’s home we see very 
clearly the clash of personalities and ideals 
so often experienced within family circles 
and which, if unresolved, bring heartache 
and disaster to everyone concerned. 


Seeds of the Quarrel 


It is sad to read the sordid story (ch. 27), 
of the intrigue, deceit, and distress that 
surrounded Isaac at this solemn time: it is 
sadder still to trace back to the parents the 
sowing of the seeds of moral weakness, the 
harvest of which culminated in that scene 
and has influenced the world ever since. It 
wasn't a truly happy home—like a good 
many today which manage, nevertheless, to 
keep a veneer of respectability to show to 
the outside world—yet it n under 
idyllic circumstances (24:61-67) and could 
and should have so continued. The prob- 
lem showed itself first when their importu- 
nate prayer was answered (25:21) and the 
twins were born: and small wonder, as we 
consider the unconquered weakness of Isaac 
and Rebekah, that their boys should have 
sharply contrasting and conflicting temper- 
aments which, apparently, the parents en- 
cpuraged rather than checked (25:27, 28) in 
order to satisfy their own desires. Isaac, 
quite frankly, had a weakness for food that 
he allowed so to dominate him as to deter- 
mine his affections and dominate his patri- 
archal responsibilities. It is a sad story, 
simply told by bringing a few texts togeth- 
er. “Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of 
his venison” (25:28a). “Behold now, I am 


old, I know not the day of my death... 
make me savory meat such as I love, and 
bring it to me, that I may eat: that my 
soul may bless thee before I die” (27:2-4). 
“Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my 
son’s venison, that my soul may bless thee. 
And he brought it near to him, and he did 
eat: and he brought him wine, and he 
drank . . . and blessed him” (27:25). Invad- 
ing what could have been a sacred and 
moving scene is the smell of boiling meat 
on which the old patriarch’s pleasure and 
blessing were so dependent! 

Understandably, there is little natural af- 
finity between Rebekah and the coarse 
Esau, and she finds, first her comfort (25: 
28b) and then her snare in the affection of 
Jacob. Her snare because she fostered that 
self-gratifying love at the expense of Esau 
and eventually of Isaac. So the crack in the 
family edifice widened with Isaac encour- 
aging Esau in his appetites, and Rebekah 
stimulating the cunning she had bequeath- 
ed to Jacob, until final collapse became in- 
evitable. Every father encouraging the 
baser appetites in his son or daughter for 
his own ends, and each mother in league 
with son or daughter in scheming to out- 
wit the father and other members of the 
family, is sowing the same seeds as did 
Isaac and Rebekah and they will surely 
reap a similar harvest. Let those of us who 
are, or who expect to be, parents remem- 
ber this solemn law—the seeds of family 
divisions are sown in the undisciplined 
weakness of the parents. Be sure your sin 
will find you out! 


The Quarrel 


Esau’s uncontrolled appetite, inherited no 
doubt from his father (as many a soul-de- 
stroying lust has been), and nurtured 
through the years, made him no match for 
the Rebekah-fostered cunning of Jacob. 
Waiting, therefore, for a favorable circum- 
stance, Jacob persuaded Esau to dispose of 
his birthright (i.e., the priestly office of the 
head of the family, the promise that 
through him would come One to bruise 
Satan’s head, and the covenant with Abra- 
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ham to be blessed and to be made a bless- 
ing) for a dish of hot lentils (25:34). 
Through the 35 to 40 years that ensued, 
the family division widened; and Esau, 
typically enough, contracted two marriages 
with idolators (26:34, 36) which, though a 
grief of mind to his parents, did nothing 
to deflect the compromising Isaac from his 
expressed purpose of blessing him (27:4). 
In the tent Rebekah overheard and con- 
ceived the final deceit which led to the 
heartbreak of Isaac (27:33), the great sor- 
row of Rebekah (who had to encourage 
her beloved Jacob to flee from home, never 
to see him again, vs. 43), the terrible dis- 
tress of Esau (vss. 34-38) and his intended 
murder of his brother (41), the fear of 
Jacob, and the breakup of the home. Actu- 
ally Isaac lived for 50 years after this epi- 
sode, but never again did he enjoy a united 
family life with the covenant blessing of 
God resting upon them. To such a degree 
can uncontrolled lusts destroy family unity. 
With Isaac the weakness was an inordinate 
desire for food (not unknown today!); with 
Rebekah it was possessive love and schem- 
ing desire to have her own way whatever 
the cost, and using her feminine wiles to 
that end; again a not unknown modern 
failing! Both these weaknesses, inherited in 
the first place by Jacob and Esau and 
fostered through the years, produced a 
bumper crop of sorrow. 


The Mercy of God 


Mercifully, that was neither the begin- 
ning nor the end of the story. Before these 
twins were born God foreknew (25:23) the 
course of events, and foreknowing, He pre- 
destined His own purposes to be served by 
them. (The problem made by some people 
over predestination is almost invariably 
caused by their transposing the two words 
‘foreknew’ and ‘predestinated’: see the cor- 
rect order in Romans 8:29 and note the 
illustration in our present lesson). Without 
in any way invalidating the respective free 
will choices of Jacob and Esau (25:33-34), 
or abrogating the moral law which inevit- 
ably visits deceit and guile with sorrow, 
God in His sovereign power “works all 
things together for good to them that love 
Him.” Without excusing Isaac’s weakness or 
Jacob’s craftiness, they had respect to the 
blessing and covenant of God and were de- 
termined both to enjoy it and pass it on. 
They therefore fulfilled the simple condi- 
tion of faith: “He that cometh to God must 
believe that he is and that he is a reward- 
er of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. 
11:6); and, though paying the price for 
their woeful misunderstanding of how to 
seek Him, by His infinite mercy they re- 
ceived the promises. And so may we. 


SUMMARY Our indulged weaknesses 
never finish with us. Give 
way to anything—from gossip to strong 
drink, from food to sex—and it will not 
only vitiate your own spiritual life, but be 
passed on to your family and friends with 
dire results. On the other hand, the “mercy 
of God is from everlasting to everlasting” 
and, if we recognize our weaknesses and 
subdue and conquer them in the power of 
Christ, we shall have a godly heritage to 
pass on to others. 


JUNE 9, 1957 


Reconciled to God and Man 
Background Scripture: Genesis 29—33 
Devotional Reading: Hosea 14 
Memory Selection: Colossians 3:13 


INTRODUCTION “The way of transgressors 
is hard” (Proverbs 13:15) 


and this, demonstrated in the case of Isaac 
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and Rebekah, is confirmed in the exper- 
ience of Jacob. God, as always, keeps cove- 
nant with him despite his obvious weakness 
(Gen. 28); but Jacob has many sharp cor- 
ners to be rubbed off before he can come 
into the blessing God has for him; and 
astute Laban, with a great deal of help 
from jealous though attractive Rachel, pro- 
vides the sandpaper (29-31)! But for the 
man in covenant relationship with God “all 
things are worked together for good .. . 
to conform us to the image of his son” 
(Romans 8:28-29), and the vicissitudes of 
Jacob are focused to bring him into fulness 
of blessing. He must be brought from art- 
fulness to godliness, from fear to faith, 
from moral weakness to spiritual strength; 
as an astute man with a keen eye to the 
main chance and not averse to turning re- 
ligion to his own advantage, Jacob must 
have a radical change of character in order 
to be used by God. The wonderful and 
mysterious story in Genesis 32 tells us how 
God delivered Jacob, and is full of practical 
lessons on how God trains and delivers all 
His people. We are saved for God’s pur- 
poses, brought into covenant relationship 
with Him in order that “His Son might be 
revealed in us” (Galatians 1:16), and in ful- 
filling that purpose God teaches us many 
of the lessons first learned by Jacob cen- 
turies ago. 


The Costliness of Real Prayer 


Picture Jacob, well on in the middle life, 
prosperous and astute, and with his early 
vow well nigh forgotten, suddenly faced 
with a supreme crisis. He cannot stay with 
Laban (ch. 31), yet to leave him he must 
face the twice-deceived and warlike Esau 
(32:4-6). In his fear, Jacob first resorts by 
instinct to strategy (vss. 7, 8). and then re- 
members to pray (vs. 9). This prayer, in its 
artless simplicity, humility, brevity, and 
simple dependence on God’s covenant and 
mercy, is an object lesson to us all (vss. 9- 
12): would that we had more such prayers 
in our prayer meetings! Bringing God into 
a situation by deliberate prayer is adven- 
turous and costly, for a covenant has two 
sides and God will deal, not only with the 
situation, but with the praying person as 
well. Prayer is not a polite conversation, 
but invokes God’s aid;—it is a plea for His 
help on His terms. When God moves into 
a situation, His holiness is involved in all 
connected with it, and that is, as Jacob 
found, the adventure and costliness of pray- 
er—when God answers, He never leaves us 
as we were. For God to protect, bless, and 
fulfil His covenant promises to Jacob, he 
must be radically changed and his relation- 
ship with Esau established on a right basis. 
That this is one of the requirements of true 
prayer is evident by the dangerous phrase 
we so casually use, “Forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors”; and our Lord’s 
teaching in Matthew 6:15, etc. Prayer 
changes things: real prayer also changes us. 


The Coming of God 


Prayer sanctifies but does not exclude 
diplomacy, and after it Jacob proceeds to 
endeavor to placate his brother by an im- 
pressively organized present (32:13)—a tech- 
nique not ignored in modern business and 
diplomacy! The wady or ravine Jabbok is 
from 4 to 6 miles wide, cut out by moun- 
tain torrents, and with a fast-moving cur- 
rent that changes its course from time to 
time in the ravine. At this point there is a 
ford (vs. 22) but it is difficult to cross at 
any time, owing to the depth and strong 
current. Jacob supervised the crossing (21- 
23) and then stayed alone. By the brook, 
with the earth wrapped in the still night 
and heaven open, there comes a man to 
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wrestle with him through the long hours 
(vs. 24). Who was it? Laban? Esau? Some- 
body else against whom Jacob had success- 
fully pitted his wits? Conscience makes 
cowards of us all, and in our quiet times 
with God there is often found much to put 
right. But Jacob did not easily yield (the 
willful obstinacy of the human heart is al- 
most beyond belief); and, as dawn was 
breaking (vs. 24) and he was going into a 
new day still unprepared because still un- 
yielded, Jacob’s thigh is touched and forced 
out of joint (vs. 25). Injured, but clinging 
to his unknown visitor, Jacob recognizes in 
his adversary an angelic being and craves a 
blessing, which is granted in his new name 
of Israel (Prince of, or with God, vs. 28). 
In answer to his prayer God has sent an 
angel to wrestle with him, and in His 
mercy, only as a last resource as day was 
breaking and disaster imminent, did God 
afflict him: even then the Almighty touch 
was so tender as only to touch his thigh 
(vs. 25). Israel, limping into the future 
with God and victory within, was far, far, 
better than Jacob in full strength scheming 
his way into disaster (vs. 28). The Father 
is the husbandman (John 15:1) and if, in 
answer to our prayers which may otherwise 
be made inoperative by our own stubborn- 
ess, He has to prune us, we may be sure 
of the tenderness and restraint of His 
touch, and the effectiveness of the pruning. 
Hosea gives a touching commentary on this 
solemn struggle. “By his strength he had 
power with God: Yea, he had power over 
the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and 
made supplication unto him” (Hosea 12:3, 
4). When we have learned to weep over 
ourselves and supplicate for God’s mercy in 
private, we have learned to have power 
with God and prevail in public! 


The Crowning Blessing 


The angel told Israel that he now had 
power with God and men—a power that de- 
rived from communion (vs. 30). He then 
met Esau with uplifted eyes (33:1)—for we 
can look anyone straight in the eyes when 
we have come from the presence of God! 
Fear, pride, and false humility have been 
eradicated, and, freed from the chains of 
self, and with purified motives we can meet 
the world and its challenge. Something 
(what was it?) in Jacob’s bearing touched 
the warmhearted impetuosity of Esau and 
instead of their men meeting in ferocious 
battle, their tears mingle in unalloyed joy 
(33:4). Reconciliation was effected, as are 
all true and best reconciliations, not by 
carefully planned compromises and pacts, 
but by spontaneous affection. The simple 
fact is that when we realize we can only be 
right with God through His boundless 
mercy, our hearts are made tender to the 
rest of mankind. Our unsolved differences 
which so sadly invade homes and churches, 
as well as nations, are part of the evidence 
that we have not been humbled before God. 
Perhaps we too, need the afflicting touch of 
God before we will see the answers to our 
own prayers! 


Let this lesson close in a 
pertod of silent heart- 
searching in which we ask ourselves if there 
are those with whom we need to be recon- 
ciled. Then let us humbly ask the Lord to 
deal with the pride and lovelessness of our 
hearts and surrender everything (even, per- 
haps our own hardness and unwillingness 
to forgive) to Him. Finally, realizing that 
“when we were enemies Christ died for us,” 
and that is the only basis of our forgive- 
ness, let us forgive freely on the basis of 
our memory selection. Such a practical re- 
sponse to this lesson could well mean re- 
vival in our churches. 


SUMMARY 
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STRANGE ALLIANCE 


The Church in Soviet Russia. By Mat- 
thew Spinka. Oxford. 179 pp. $3.25. 


Reviewed by Samuel M. Ortegon 


Students of sociology and’ religion 
will find this work an authoritative a- 
nalysis of the relationship between 
church and state since the eventful Rus- 
sian Revolution. The work is divided 
into three parts each comprising an in- 
tensive study of the struggles which 
three supreme hierarchs of the Russian 
Orthodox Church sustained with the 
Soviet government. 

The first of these was Tikhon, who at 
first refused to recognize the Soviet 
regime. Within a year he had to change 
his policy, and from then on he dedi- 
cated all his energies toward securing 
for his church an ecclesiastical auton- 
omy within the framework of the Soviet 
state. His efforts, however, were defeat- 
ed when he was imprisoned and when 
the power of the church was seized by 
the schismatic groups which recognized 
the Soviet government. 

Sergei, the second important hierarch, 
continued in the same efforts of Tikhon, 
but after almost insuperable obstacles 
he succeeded in gaining recognition for 
himself and his synod as the supreme 
administrators of the church. But he 
achieved this at a tremendous price: 
capitulation to the state. Having begun 
his leadership of the church with the in- 
tention of obtaining autonomy for the 
church on the legal separation of the 
church from the state, he felt forced to 
change this policy to one of coopera- 
tion with the state in order to insure 
the church’s survival. The modus viven- 
di of the church under Sergei was that 
of peaceful coexistence and of the pres- 
ervation of its essential rights, but in 
reality the church was being used as a 
tool for the elimination of religion from 
society. 

The present hierarch Alexei is in full 
cooperation with the Soviet state. There 
now exists a strange alliance. There is 
neither total religious persecution nor 
religious liberty as we know it. Alexei 
justifies this alliance on two mistaken 
ideas: namely, the freedom of cult is 
erroneously regarded as complete. free- 
dom of religion. All sacred rites and 
liturgics are identified as genuine re- 
ligious liberties. Naturally the Soviet 
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state helps to incubate this error. The 
church accepts this interpretation and 
restricts its activities accordingly. The 
second consideration is that which states 
that the church has always identified it- 
self with the state. So Alexei, in this 
nationalistic interpretation, sees in every 
service to the nation a service to God! 


Dr. Ortegon is Professor of Sociology and 
Spanish at Eastern Baptist College, St. 
Davids, Pa. 


COOPERATION WITHOUT COMPROMISE; a 
History of the National Association of 
Evangelicals. James DeForest Murch. 
Eerdmans. 220 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Paul A. Hopkins 


The editor of United Evangelical 
Action, official publication of the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals, has 
written a sympathetic history of the con- 
servative Christian movement known as 
the NAE. Dr. Murch is well qualified to 
write this book, since he has been inti- 
mately associated with the NAE from its 

The organization and development of 
the NAE is told against the backdrop of 
theological modernism so rampant in 
the nineteen-twenties and thirties. The 
reader is impressed by the strength and 
apparent ruthlessness of the modernist 
forces as they sought to control the 
Christian church in those turbulent 
days. Formed in 1942, the NAE met the 
need for a creedal fellowship which 
would also be a “vehicle for Christian 
cooperation and action.” 

Not only is the central work of the 
NAE described, but also the work of its 
several commissions: radio, Christian ed- 
ucation, foreign missions, evangelism, 
Sunday school, religious liberty, relief 
work and international relations. The 
National Religious Broadcasters, the 
NAE commission on radio, was born 
out of a need for “cooperation or extinc- 
tion” on the part of those who purchas- 
ed time for religious broadcasting in op- 
position to the determined policy of the 
Federal Council of Churches. The other 


commissions seem to have developed as 
natural expressions of working fellow- 
ship within the NAE. 

In the last chapter, Dr. Murch turns 
prophet. He recognizes that some of the 
issues which once separated fundament- 
alists from modernists do not exist to- 
day. This most interesting section indi- 
cates that the NAE, which is the leading 
exponent of fundamentalism, is re- 
examining itself. 

As one peruses the pages of this well- 
written book, one question arises in his 
mind. The NAE was founded in days of 
great theological controversy, when the 
forces of modernism were adamant in 
rejecting fundamental Christianity. 
There was no room in the Federal 
Council for the conservative doctrine 
held by those in the NAE. Despite the 
bitterness engendered, however, the 
founders of the NAE formed not anoth- 
er “council of churches,” but a fellow- 
ship which permitted its members to re- 
tain membership in denominations 
which were allied with the Federal 
Council of Churches. 

Today, as Dr. Murch notes, the issues 
have changed, and one of the principal 
changes is in the attitude of present-day 
cooperative Protestantism as represented 
by the National Council of Churches. 
The NCC is putting far less stress on 
uniformity, and much more on ecumen- 
icity. The question then arises: “What 
is the NAE’s raison d’etre today? Today, 
as never before, the church of Christ 
must show the world that it not only 
loves its Lord, but all believers (John 
13:35). It is our hope that the leaders 
of the NAE will show Christian states- 
manship as they face the future and 
consider their relationship to the whole 
household of faith. 


THE THEOLOGY OF CALVIN, by Wilhelm 
Niesel. Translated by Harold Knight. 
Westminster. 250 pp. $4.00. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


The appearance of this book is part 
of the contemporary revival of Protes- 
tant theology. After a century of the 
eviscerations and denials of religious lib- 
eralism, a substantial Protestant theol- 
ogy is again getting a hearing. The Re- 
formers are no longer regarded as crea- 
tures of their times whose formulations 
have only historical interest, but as crea- 
tive theological geniuses whose opinions 
are more than worthy of our most de- 
tailed inspection. 

We have in Niesel’s book a readable, 
compact summary of the main parts of 
Calvin’s theology. In a real sense the 
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most important chapter is the first 
- (“The Present State of Critical Studies”) 
for from it we get our bearings. A brief 
but significant bibliography accompanies 
each chapter although little regard is 
given to the writings of Dutch, British, 
and American Calvinists. 

We need not labor the point save 
to make it: We see Calvin through new 
eyes. Calvin reads as if he had a copy 
of Barth’s Church Dogmatics which he 
kept peeking into for his cues. It is 
difficult to believe that the Calvin of 
such able expositors as Lecerf, Warfield, 
Kuyper, and Bavinck is the same Calvin 
as Niesel’s. No doubt, as an editor of 
an edition of Calvin’s works, Niesel has 
a firm grasp on the ipsissima verba of 
Calvin, and perhaps he can offer some 
important correctives to the traditional 
Calvin scholarship that has seen Calvin 
through the lens of post-Calvin creedal 
and dogmatic developments. But per- 
haps this last is still closer to the origi- 
nal Calvin than the Calvin seen through 
Barth’s Church Dogmatics. Nevertheless, 
agree or disagree, all Calvin fans should 
own and read Niesel’s work. 


® 


IS REVIVAL THE NORMAL? by Armin R. 
Gesswein. McBeth Press. 32 pp. 35¢. 


Reviewed by Russell T. Hitt 


Because of the importance of the sub- 
ject treated, we break the rules of this 
department to review a paper-bound 
booklet. Dr. Gesswein, with his Luth- 
eran background in Norway, has seen 
God send revival to his native land. 
Now his burden is for the churches of 
America, his adopted land. He has some 
pointed things to say about “revival” 
being the normal and proper state of 
the church, not the abnormal. In its 
abridged form, the article first appeared 
in ETERNITY magazine. 


THE FACT OF MIRACLE, by Ernest Gordon. 
Marshall Jones, 126 pp. $1.50. 


Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 


The late Ernest Gordon here presents 
a collection of modern miracles from the 
experience of ministers, missionaries, 
scientists, and others, which he feels pro- 
vides irrefutable evidence of the super- 
natural in opposition to the present 
trend toward rationalism and material- 
ism. He offers illustrations of miracles 
which parallel those in the Old Testa- 
ment, as well as the miracles of the Gos- 
pels and the Book of the Acts. Such 
phenomena as clairvoyance, extrasensory 
perception, and demon possession are 
illustrated from the experiences of 
Christian workers throughout the world. 
This little book will serve to open the 
thinking of evangelicals to a whole new 
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world of possibilities, as well as to give 
them a greater appreciation for the pow- 
er of God in the lives of His people. 


THE INVINCIBLE CHRIST, by Massey Mott 
Heltzel. Abingdon. 142 pp. $2.00. 


Reviewed by George W. Hampshire - 


In thirteen sermons the author pre- 
sents some of the outstanding aspects of 
the personality of Jesus Christ, with the 
supreme purpose in mind of illustrating 
the truth that men who have truly met 
the Savior in all His fullness can never 
really be the same. Under such captivat- 
ing titles as “The Fascinating Christ,” 
“The Disturbing Christ,” and “The Un- 
defeated Christ,” Mr. Heltzel reveals the 
true meaning of Christ as Lord and Sav- 
ior. Each message is skillfully illustrated 
from classical and contemporary writ- 
ings, and issues a dramatic challenge to 
the heart of every Christian. 


Mr. Hampshire is assistant ‘pastor of Beth- 
any Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


INDEBTED TO CHRIST’S RESURRECTION, by C. 
W. Gault. Pageant. 237 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


A most unique treatment of the resur- 
rection stories of our Lord’s triumph. In 
anthology form, with quotations from 
many and varied works of the past and 
present, the author has given us a step- 
by-step treatment of the events con- 
cerned with our Lord’s resurrection. Be- 
ginning his study of the triumph of 
Christ as does the Scripture, with the 
conclusion of the Sabbath following Je- 
sus’ crucifixion, the book follows the 
gloom-shrouded pathway of the women 
to the tomb through to the awe-inspir- 
ing sight on the mount of ascension. 

C. W. Gault is a graduate of Dallas 
Theological Seminary with a master’s 
degree, a Presbyterian minister and 
moderator of his local presbytery. He 
has written this book out of years of 
study and research dealing with the life 
of Jesus Christ, seeking always to gather 
material for a biography of our Lord. 
Cleverly, he has brought together quota- 
tions from some of the finest books— 
many now out of print—weaving them 
into a harmonious whole with well- 
chosen connective passages. The result is 
a beautiful anthology, introduced in 
each chapter by Scripture passages usu- 
ally taken from the Weymouth transla- 
tion. In conclusion, there is a summary 
of evidence for Christ’s resurrection, 
plus an evaluation of this evidence as 
far as the individual person is concern- 
ed. Writings by Alford, Barth, Berkhof, 
A. B. Bruce, Edersheim, Farrar, Geikie, 
Lange, Liddon, Moule, Orr, Ryle, Swete, 
Trench, Weatherhead, Wescott and oth- 
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ers appear in the book—superb pieces of 
writing of past or present generations. 
A bibliography and two indexes make 
the book a useful reference tool as well 
as a devotional gem. 


Mr. Ehrenstein is pastor of Bethany Bap- 
tist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHRISTIAN PERSONAL ETHICS, by Carl F. H. 
Henry. Eerdmans. 615 pp. $6.95. 


Reviewed by Culbert G. Rutenber 


Carl F. H. Henry, editor of Christian- 
ity Today and on-leave-of-absence profes- 
sor at Fuller Seminary, has a flowing pen. 
This, his latest book, is also his finest. 
His theme is the always relevant theme 
of Christian conduct. Henry illumines 
its foundations, sanctions, motivations 
and rewards with scholarly skill and 
biblical insight. For him. a Christian 
ethic is a biblical ethic. 

Feet firmly planted on the Bible, 
Henry takes on all comers who pervert 
or ignore or reject the biblical basis of 
ethics. The first part of the book, 
therefore, is given over to an analysis of 
philosophical systems of ethics with the 
end in view of showing their inade- 
quacy. Here the author ranges from an- 
cient and modern theories of naturalism 
(“the animalization of the moral life’) 
and idealism (“the deification of the 
moral life”) to contemporary existential- 
ist ethics (“the intensification of the 
moral life”) in both its philosophical 
(Sartre, Heidegger, Jaspers) and its rev- 
elational (Barth, Brunner) form. (This 
latter fits a bit dubiously into a section 
headed “Speculative Philosophy and the 
Moral Quest.”) 

Opposed as he is to a merely philo- 
sophically-grounded ethic (though he 
thinks there is a positive relation be- 
tween revealed ethics and philosophical 
ethics through the image of God in 
man), Henry is similarly opposed to all 
forms of Christian ethics which do not 
believe that the Bible is to be equated 
with revelation. He thinks that an in- 
adequate view of Scripture underlies the 
currently popular theories of Christian 
ethics which make love to neighbor, in 
obedience to God, the only “law” of the 
Christian life. Reference to any other 
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biblical law or commandment as bind- 
ing is labelled “legalism” by this school. 
Henry rightly shows that in its extreme 
form this view leaves the Christian with 
no guidance or direction for knowing 
what love implies in specific situations. 
For Henry, both the Old and the New 
Testament spell out in relative detail 
something of the-will-of-God-in-love 
through specific precepts and com- 
mandments. “Devotion to the command- 
ments is not antithetical to the life of 
love, but gives evidence of it, and even 
contributes to it” (p. 256). Henry be- 
lieves that legalism is avoided when the 
commandments are kept from an inter- 
ior spirituality, rather than mechanical- 
ly. This whole discussion is most valu- 
able and the author defends his position 
with skill, even though to this reviewer 
the problem of legalism and its relation 
to the commandments of the Bible 
seems a bit more perplexing and com- 
plex than it appears to for Henry. 

There is a third group from whose 
ethical views Henry would like to dis- 
sociate himself and that is those funda- 
mentalists who misunderstand their 
Bible. These are those who believe they 
are exempted from loving men’s bodies 
as well as their souls, who are world- 
renouncing in a bad as well as a good 
sense, who narrow the Christian ethic to 
the keeping of a rigid code that has only 
to do with such things as smoking, danc- 
ing, drinking, and similar things and 
who defend their abstinences (which 
may be justified) by inadequate reasons 
and in a censorious, caviling spirit (see 
especially pp. 422-436). 

Because he understands clearly that a 
Christian ethic cannot be built except 
in its interconnection with theological 
concerns, Professor Henry ranges widely 
over the theological as well as the ethical 
field. His range of reading is impressive, 
his convictions firm, his insights helpful, 
his spirit irenic. While written especially 
for the student of Christian ethics, even 
the “average reader” (is there such?) 
could profit by much that he writes, if 
he were willing without frustration to 
skip the sections which presuppose some 
theological or philosophical competence. 


Dr. Rutenber is Professor of Religion and 
of Social Ethics at Eastern tist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE MIDDLE EAST—ITS RELIGION AND CUL- 
Ture, by Edward J. Jurji. Westminster. 
159 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Edward J. Young 


This is a remarkably good book and 
a much needed one. In relatively small 
compass the author has managed to in- 
clude a tremendous amount of useful 
information about the Middle East. The 
book should be read by all those who 





are concerned—and every Christian 
should be concerned—with the Middle 
East. One will then begin to understand 
somewhat the tragic tensions which are 
found in this important area of the 
world. 

The book is not a propaganda trea- 
tise, but a thoughtfully worked out pres- 
entation which will contribute to a bet- 
ter understanding of the nations of the 
eastern end of the Mediterranean. As to 
the proposed solutions we cannot com- 
pletely follow the author in all that he 
says. The analysis of the political situ- 
ation is very keen and deserving of care- 
ful study. Dr. Jurji seems, however, to 
think that the three religions, Islam, 
Judaism and Christianity, have within 
them elements which will enable them 
to work together. Possibly this may be 
so in a superficial way, but not when we 
get to the depths. From the standpoint 
of Christianity both Judaism and Islam 
are false religions. It is only as individ- 
ual Christian men and women tell the 
adherents of Islam and Judaism of the 
gospel of Christ that true peace, the 
peace of God, can be brought to the 
human heart. In other words, the Mid- 
dle East, like every other section of the 
world, desperately needs the old-fashion- 
ed gospel of the One who died for our 
sins and was raised for our justification. 
Dr. Young is Professor of Old Testament 


Theology at Westminster Theological Semi- 
nary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ILLUSTRATED NEW TESTAMENT. Cambridge. 
Pocket-size. $1.00. 


Reviewed by Julia Turner 


With eight colored illustrations and 
picture jacket of New Testament scenes 
this pocket-sized book is bright in ap- 
pearance and light to carry. It has a 
sturdy binding with acetate cover, ex- 
tremely clear and readable type, and a 
convenient pronouncing list of difficult 
names. It would make a good Bible 
Class award, a thoughtful Easter present, 
or an inexpensive gift for friends at any 
time of year. 


WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED, by Abba Hillel 
Silver. Macmillan. 318 pp. $4.50. 


Reviewed by Daniel G. Finestone 


The author is the distinguished rabbi 
of the Reform Temple in Cleveland, the 
largest congregation of liberal Judaism 
in the United States, where he has serv- 
ed for nearly forty years. In addition, he 
is today the foremost spokesman in 
America of political Zionism, who wield- 
ed great influence with our Administra- 
tion in the days of the formation of the 
State of Israel. 

This book appears to the reviewer to 
be, in the main, a spirited rebuttal of 
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the sharp contention of Professor Arnold 
J. Toynbee, the British historian, in his 
book, A Study of History that Judaism 
has survived “only as a fossil,” and Jews 
are among the relics of the Syriac civili- 
zation. According to Toynbee the Jew- 
ish nation has lost its heritage and that 
“in declining to recognize its accepted 
Messiah in Jesus, Judaism was renounc- 
ing its birthright.” Thus it came about 


that “the Gospel of a Jewish Messiah 
who was God Himself incarnate, was 
preached by Galileans. and taken to 
heart by Gentiles.” 

In defense, the rabbi sums up Jewish 
objections to Christianity in the state- 
ment, “What they rejected was the Mes- 
sianism of Jesus, Paul’s onslaught on the 
Law, his gospel of redemption through 
the atoning death and resurrection of 


Jesus, and the doctrine of God incarnate 
in man. How could it have been other- 
wise? As a Messianic movement Chris- 
tianity failed. . . . The new order of 
things, the Kingdom of God, which was 
expected hourly, did not materialize.” 
Dr. Silver contrasts the reasonableness of | 
Judaism with what he calls the impracti- 
cal, extreme teachings of Christ, more 
especially those relating to Christian 
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otherworldliness, asceticism, celibacy, 
loving enemies and non-resistance. Some 
of the chapter titles suggest his negative 
treatment of various Christian em- 
phases: That men need to be saved; 
That men should not enjoy life; That 
men should not resist evil; That death 
is better than life. 

In fairness to Protestantism it should 
be mentioned that Dr. Silver, like other 
apologists for Judaism, uses the religious 
extravagances of Roman Catholicism as 
a club to demolish the Protestant system 
also. The rabbi regards Reform Judaism 
as the continuation of the prophetic re- 
ligion of Israel. However, Reform Juda- 
ism bears to Orthodox Judaism a rela- 
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tionship: analogous to that of the an- 
cient Sadducees to the Pharisees, a re- 
ligion of rationalism and humanism. 

A reading of this book will prove in- 
valuable to Christians who often won- 
der why Jews living in a Christian en- 
vironment for generations remain prac- 
tically immune to the influence of the 
Christian gospel. Christian thinkers also 
will gain new insights into their faith 
through the eyes of a serious contender 
against Christianity such as Dr. Silver. 
Mr. Finestone is pastor of the First He- 
brew-Christian Congregation in Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


AMERICAN YOUTH IN TROUBLE! By Henry 
Rische. Revell. 158 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Samuel M. Ortegon 

This work is a symposium of facts on 
one of the most disturbing problems of 
modern society. The author finds that 
the most insidious and devastating peril 
lies inside U. S. A., rising out of the 
godlessness in the training of our 
American youth, in their lack of spirit- 
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ual training, and abject void of prayer 
in their life. 

The causes of juvenile delinquency 
are investigated in what the author calls 
a commonsense approach to the prob- 
lem. He traces its causes to parental 
neglect in family training, to slipshod 
attitude toward matrimony, to national 
gambling and drunkeness and to distort- 
ed attitudes toward sex. In this multiple 
approach to the problem of causation 
the author is in line with present trends 
towards an interpretation of etiology. 
Naturally, the author, being a true 
Christian, ascribes causation basically to 
the absence of God and the serious lack 
of spiritual instruction. 


BELIEVING IN GOD. By Daniel Jenkins. 
Laymans Theological Library. West- 
minster. 94 pp. $1.00. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 

The thesis of this book is that only in 
Jesus Christ is there a vital, real, and 
genuine knowledge of God. Philosoph- 
ical proofs for God’s existence are indic- 
ative of some Great Reality but they 
are as apt to lead astray as to lead to 
God. A close, critical inspection of non- 
Christian religions reveals enormous dif- 
ferences among them. We are shut up, 
then, to the knowledge of God which 
comes by revelation, witnessed by the 
Scripture, and encountered in Jesus 
Christ. 

The book follows the prevailing theo- 
logical winds. It rejects liberalism for 
finding God in the depths of the human 
person and not in the transcendental 
encounter. It rejects orthodoxy because 
it is too literalistic in its interpretation 
of Scripture and fails to square with 
modern science and biblical criticism. 
The Bible is not the inspired revealed 
Word of God, but the documentary wit- 
ness to revelation conceived as en- 
counter. 

There are some strong passages on 
the death and the resurrection of 
Christ. Jenkins is sure of the historical 
event of the death of Christ, but leaves 
us confused about the resurrection. We 
looked for a good robust assertion to 
the intent that such an event happened, 
but the exposition thinned away into 
discussion about the conviction or faith 
of the apostles. We trust Dr. Jenkins 
sees the importance of the event of the 
resurrection as clearly as he sees its 
theological importance. 

There is a mystery element to the 
meaning of life and to God, and Cath- 
olics, fundamentalists, and liberals (re- 
ligious and otherwise) miss it. The au- 
thor must be unaware of the doctrine 
of the incomprehensibility of God as 
held by orthodox theologians else he 
could not accuse them of not appreciat- 
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ing the mystery element with reference 
_ to God. 

The book is excellently written both 
from the standpoint of its literary value 
and the lucidity of the exposition logic- 
ally considered. Dr. Jenkins has some 
strong affirmations about the doctrine of 
the Trinity. We could suggest to the 
author that he deepen his appreciation 
of orthodoxy by reading some of its 
great classics and not judging it from 
its more superficial and vocal represen- 
tatives. 


FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE. By Emil Brun- 
ner. Westminster. 79 pp. $1.50. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 

This book contains the three Earl 
Lectures given at the Pacific School of 
Religion in 1955. Their basic theme is 
that faith looks backward to Christ and 
the cross; hope looks forward to the 
public manifestation of the glory of 
Christ; and love looks to the present 
which God fills with his love. Brunner 
frankly states that his method is that of 
“existential exposition of the Biblical 
Word” and that his existentialism is not 
that of Bultmann and Heidegger but of 
Kierkegaard (p. 7). 

For those who have read the major 
works of Brunner most of this is old 
hat, but the book has the advantage of 
stating in rather simple terms the theo- 
logical notions of Brunner which are 
stated rather eruditely in his other 
works. 

The lecture on hope contains a devas- 
tating analysis of the notion of progress 
and two sentences are worthy of cita- 
tion: “I would not object to giving the 
doctor of theology degree posthumously 
to Adolph Hitler, because he has done 
more than anybody else to awaken Eu- 
rope to the consciousness of its Chris- 
tian heritage by creating a world with- 
out Christianity” (p. 42); and turning 
to the American scene he writes: “Let 
me take this opportunity to say to the 
American people that if we and if you 
continue on the road of secularism, 
which means atheism, as we have dur- 
ing the past fifty years, we will surely 
end with totalitarianism. This is proved 
by history; it can be proved by phil- 
osophy” (p. 42). 


THE STORY OF STEWARDSHIP IN THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA. George A. E. Sal- 
strand. Baker. 169 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Richard Allen Bodey 


Dr. Salstrand observes that steward- 
ship is a distinctively American contri- 
bution to modern Christian doctrine 
and practice, a phenomenon explained 
by the New World separation of church 
and state which compelled the churches 
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to formulate an effective method of self- 
support. 

The first part of the book is an his- 
torical survey of the development of the 
movement; the second reviews present 
stewardship emphases, techniques, and 
materials of the larger denominations 
and representative smaller ones. A fas- 
cinating story of increasing confession 
of the Lordship of Christ on the part of 
American Christians. 


Mr. is pastor of Third Presbyterian 
Church, North Tonawanda, N. Y. a 


1 WAGER ON GOD, by Hunter B. Blakely. 
John Knox Press. 207 pp. $3.00. 
Pleasant reading along the path of 

twentieth-century reasoning to a solid 

Christian faith, more relevant to our 

daily experience than the morning 

newspaper. 


CHRISTOLOGY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. By 
E. W. Hengstenberg. Reprinted. Kre- 
gel. 4 volumes. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 

Congratulations to Kregel Publica- 
tions for restoring to Christian scholar- 
ship Hengstenberg’s great work. A fur- 
ther word of congratulations, too, for 
the appropriate binding and excellent 
production of the four volumes. 

Hengstenberg was called “The Lion 
of Berlin.” When radical views of the 
Old Testament began to capture the 
minds of Old Testament scholars, 
Hengstenberg stood in the University 
of Berlin like a lion defending the his- 
toric and conservative positions. His 
great learning and erudition reached its 
summit in his Christology of the Old 
Testament which Dr. Wilbur Smith 
calls “the greatest work that has ever 
been written on the Messianic proph- 
ecies.” 

The four volumes pass in review the 
great Messianic passages of the Old 
Testament with a thorough and learned 
exegesis. If an Old Testament scholar 
wishes some significant and learned ex- 
position he will find it here. Although 
it is generally admitted that his exege- 
sis is excessively allegorical this does not 
detract from the significance of his 
work. 

Liberalism and radical scholarship 
impugned the christological approach to 
the Old Testament, but such an atti- 
tude no longer dominates Old Testa- 
ment studies. The new appreciation of 
biblical theology, especially of Old 
Testament theology (through men like 
Eichrodt and Vischer), has led to a fresh 
approach to the christological interpre- 
tation of the Old Testament. The re- 
printing of Hengstenberg could not 
have come at a more opportune time. 
Libraries which do not have this set 
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This little Greek child is typical of thousands 
in want 


A STONE FOR BREAD! 


“Your heart would have bled could 
you have heard what one woman told 
me,” writes one of our Greek mission- 
aries. “Her youngsters were clamor- 
ing for bread but her cupboard and 
purse were empty. What could she 
do? Their desperate cries almost 
broke her heart. Then she yy 
of a crazy plan. She found a big 
stone which she put into the oven, 
telling them that within an hour 
the bread dress be a = 
ones sto ing and fell asleep. 
Then a iennied -* me and sulin 
for a food package for her children. 


“Along with this material help I 
also preach the Word of God and 
give out Bibles and Testaments. Over 
and ‘over I hear people say, ‘Your 
love makes us realize what real 
Christianity means." ”- 


What it means is that we love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Can we deny 
bread. to empty stomachs, or the 
Bread of Life to hungry hearts? With 
only $1.00 we can distribute 22 Ibs. 
of food; for $6.00 send a clothin: 
package; for $10.00 provide 10 Gree 
Bibles or 40 New Testaments. You 
can share in this missionary effort by 
sending your gift to the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Bept. 
E, P. O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 
(In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Tor- 
onto 7, Ont.) 
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must certainly order it, and students of 
the Old Testament and the prophetic 
word are unwise to work without it. 


BONE OF HIS BONE. F. J. Huegel. Mar- 
shall, Morgan and Scott. 128 pp. $1.50. 
Excellent helpful devotional medita- 

tions that will enrich the believer who 

puts the truths into practice. 


RETURN TO REALITY. W. P. Witcutt. Mac- 
millan. 62 pp. $1.75. 
Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


A C. S. Lewis-type of autobiography 
—from faith to searching, and back again 
to faith. The story of Anglican William 
Purcell Witcutt who left his law studies 
at Birmingham University to study for 
the Roman Catholic priesthood. After 
his ordination, Witcutt realized that the 
abstract theological dogma in which he 
had been trained failed to meet man’s 
deepest needs. From this point began 
his gradual return to his native Church 
of England. The book is small, with 
only six very brief chapters, treating the 
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Hebrew Christians in many lands are 2 
simple — and urgent. They are food, cloth- 
ing, medicine for the sick, financial help 

to widows and orphans, furnished by your \ 
generosity; and the Gospel of salvation, 
brought by a dedicated team of mission- 
aries throughout America, Israel, Europe, 
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appeal of the Roman Catholic Church, 
Witcutt’s exuberance in training for the 
priesthood, his facing of reality with the 
consequent rising doubts relative to his 
Roman views, and the call back to Angli- 
canism. A stimulating, brief, but signifi- 
cant autobiography. 


YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED. Daniel A. Pol- 
ing. Channel. 312 pp. $3.95. 
Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


As long as people ask questions there 
will be room for such a volume. Dr. 
Poling, Editor of Christian Herald, an- 
swers some 10,000 questions on biblical, 
social, and moral issues, etc. A good in- 
dex; very interesting and informative 
reading; a good reference work. 


MAKINGS OF MEETINGS. Flora E. Breck. 
W. A. Wilde. 80 pp. $1.75. 
Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 


A central purpose of any youth pro- 
gram should be to develop leadership 
among the young people in the group. 
This demands that the young people 
themselves share in the planning and 
producing of their programs. This prac- 
tical little book will answer many of 
the problems young people face as they 
plan their Sunday evening youth meet- 
ings. The book includes suggestions for 
various types of meetings, outlines of 
individual programs, poetry which can 
be used in particular programs, hymn 
suggestions, and many other helpful 
hints. The material presented is flexible 
and can be adapted to meet the particu- 
lar needs of any group. The book goes 
a long way in meeting the desperate 
need for this type of material in our 
evangelical churches today. 


THE CHURCH SECRETARY. Virginia S. Ely. 
Moody. 190 pp. $2.50. 


A woman well-prepared to serve as 
a secretary in the business world may be 
unprepared to serve acceptably in a 
church office. Here is a handbook by 
an expert dealing with such special 
problems as reception of visitors, visita- 
tion, church publicity, and many others. 
It contains a short list of suggested 
reading and reference books. 


KNIGHT’S MASTER BOOK OF NEW ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS. Walter B. Knight. Eerdmans. 
760 pp. $6.95. 


Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


Knight put out his first volume of 
illustrations entitled 3,000 Illustrations 
for Christian Service almost a decade 
ago. The present volume is not a dupli- 
cate but rather a companion volume 


of over 4,000. new illustrations topically 
organized under more than 125 impor- 
tant titles. 

Along with the illustrations is a rich 
sowing of choice bits of poetry on the 
subject in hand. The author’s earlier 
experience as a news correspondent 
shows up well in his ability to select the 
well-turned story or verse. 

Many a sermon need enriching by 
illustrations to pull it out of dullness. 
Hours of independent search can be 
saved by such an up-to-date collection 
as this. 


Mr. MacCorkle is pastor of Reinhardt Bap- 
tist Church, Dallas, Tex. 


ABIDING VALUES IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

Harold C. Mason, Revell. $2.50. 

Reviewed by R. I. Lyster 

The author shows the relationship of 
basic theology to problems of personnel, 
program, methods, organization, plant, 
curriculum, budget, architecture, evan- 
gelism, etc. The book presents not only 
the effect of leading philosophies on 
Christian education but also the effect 
of true Bible Christianity “fitting man 
to live in harmony with the perfect will 
of God.” 

Besides this discussion of philosophy, 
the book has also some very practical 
material on visual aids, Sunday school 
administration, budgets for daily vaca- 
tion Bible schools, floor space for eff- 
cient departmental work, and a brief 
discussion on the characteristics of the 
age-groups of the departments. 

This would be a fine book for every 
pastor, director of Christian education, 
administrative officer, and teacher. 


Miss Lyster teaches at Philadelphia Bible 
Institute. 


EVANGELISTIC SERMONS, by Russel V. De- 
Long. Zondervan. 183 pp. $2.50. 
Reviewed by Warren H. Schuh 
Outstanding evangelistic messages that 
have been used of God in these present 
evil days, these have been given by such 
contemporary evangelists as Billy Gra- 
ham, Hyman J. Appelman, Torrey John- 
son, J. Edwin Orr, and many others. 
Each message is prefaced by a brief re- 
sume of the life and work of the evangel- 
ist. 


EFFECTIVE BIBLE STUDY, by Howard Vos. 

Zondervan. 224 pp. $3.50. 

Reviewed by Warren H. Schuh 

Here are sixteen practical guides to 
Bible study, defined and developed by 
example. Those who will put the pre- 
cepts of this book into practice will find 
their study of the Word to be most re- 
warding. 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
(Continued from page 19) 


At present the total number of stu- 
dents enrolled in these newer schools is 
not large enough to attract attention in 
the massive field of American education. 
But year after year more schools of this 
type are being established, and the move- 
ment is steadily increasing in size and 
(for Christians, at least) significance. 

Individual schools have grown surpris- 
ingly. Let me use the school of which I 
am principal as an example. The Dela- 
ware County Christian School of New- 
town Square (Pa.) started in September, 
1950, holding classes in a church build- 
ing. Fifty-five students attended grades 
kindergarten through five. Two full-time 
teachers and one part-time did the teach- 
ing (incidentally, mostly in one room 
divided by sheets strung on a wire). 

Today our school has its own campus 
and excellent facilities for educating the 
261 students enrolled in kindergarten 
through eleventh grade. One grade was 
added each year; next year twelfth grade 
will be added, and our school will gradu- 
ate its first class. High school students 
may choose a business or academic major. 
The faculty consists of thirteen full-time 
teachers, six of whom are men. Five 
teachers have earned master’s degrees, 
and two are doing work beyond this 
degree. In addition we have five part- 
time teachers—all fully qualified—two of 
whom are men. Some Christian schools 
have grown even more rapidly. 

It is obvious that behind such growth 
lies a foundation of a great deal of 
prayer, detailed planning, giving (often 
sacrificial) and work. Hard work, too, as 
parents in our school will agree. 

What sense of urgency constrains a 
Christian doctor to get down on his 
hands and knees with a scrub brush to 
clean a floor? Why does a busy salesman 
(or engineer) take time to rake leaves, 
clean toilets, prepare financial state- 
ments? In our neighborhood there are 
public and private schools aplenty, all of 
them with excellent standards. 

Why do parents of large families (and 
widows) send their children to a Chris- 
tian school when their budgets are al- 
ready bursting at the seams? What does 
such a school offer that cannot be 
learned in some other school, public or 
private? 

Men and women who are involved in 
this educational movement believe that 
the Scriptures lay the responsibility for 
a child’s entire training upon the child’s 
parents. Parents stand as God's repre- 
sentatives before their children, who are 
to obey their mothers and fathers “in all 
things.” The parent is therefore account- 
able for all to which he subjects his 
obedient child and must assume respon- 
sibility for the type of schooling he 
selects for his sons and daughters—not 
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merely on a college level, but perhaps 
more significantly, on an elementary and 
secondary level. 

(Oddly, many Christians are com- 
pletely sold on Christian education on 
a college level, but are unconcerned 
about what their children learn in the 
earlier, formative years of schooling.) 

Convinced of their personal responsi- 


bility, some Christian parents have con- ' 


cluded that the existing educational sys- 
tem is unable to provide what God 
would have for their children: an educa- 
tion which is Christ-centered. Such an 
education does not imply a glorified five- 
days-a-week Sunday school. Instead it in- 
volves an academically sound institution 
which offers the regular subjects of the 
comparable public or private school cur- 
riculum. But these subjects are taught in 
such a way as to reveal the One who is 
the Truth. 

But why is one’s attitude toward truth 
important? Do not teachers simply im- 
part subject matter, content? 

American colleges and universities 
that prepare candidates for the teaching 
profession offer many courses in subject 
matter and effective teaching methods. 
But the philosophy of education is an- 
other strong area of concentration in 
such curricula, and the prospective 
teacher is encouraged to formulate his 
own philosophy—usually a true projec- 
tion of the teacher’s own philosophy of 
life. Concurrently with his presentation 
of subject matter, the teacher's philoso- 
phy of life is taught, perhaps rather in- 
cidentally. This philosophy is absorbed 
by students, even though often there is 
little awareness that this is happening. 

A non-Christian teacher cannot trans- 
mit anything other than his own basic 
viewpoint—whether that viewpoint be 
humanistic, materialistic (as is usually 
the case today) or religious-but-not Chris- 
tian. Textbooks, other books and maga- 
zines, newspapers and that expanding 
cyclops, television—all promote the phil- 
osophy of the world, which is foolishness 
with God. 

The most brilliant philosophies of men 
are not to be trusted; for they are na- 
tural, oblivious of the truth that is in 
Christ Jesus. Natural man is blind to 
the true reasons for existence and pur- 
poses for living. We do not blame the 
natural man for his blindness, yet we 
recognize that when he teaches—on what- 
ever level—he will of necessity present 
false goals around which his students 
may orient their desires and life ambi- 
tions. In contemporary American society, 
many of these goals tend to deify-wealth, 
“getting ahead,” and implicitly press 
toward the mark of being the richest or 
most respected corpse in the cemetery. 
Of course there are other goals—a good 
and wholesome life, “world citizenship,” 
being faithful to whatever type of reli- 
gion one may require for security. 
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But the arresting thing is this: students 
frequently are not in a position to dis- 
tinguish between the true and the false 
coming to them from a teacher or the 
printed page. They accept the teacher's 
word undiscerningly. (Those of us who 
teach know the embarrassment of being 
quoted as authorities over against the 
parents’ word!) Nor can any parent 
know everything that occurs during the 
education of his child in order to give 
counter-instruction where needed—even 
if there were time—for education is a 
prolonged and intensive part of the stu- 
dent’s total life. 

Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein in his book 
Christian Education in a Democracy says: 
It is easy to see how the influence of 
the most religious home may be 
smothered by a system of education 
which, despite its myriad activities, 
has no room for the Eternal. From 
the Christian point of view the chief 
concern in regard to public educa- 
tion is not that its activities are in 
themselves very bad, but simply 
that they are exclusively of this 

world. 

Thus our adversary, the deceiver, se- 
cures with little open warfare a strong 
yet subtle foothold in the minds of our 
children. Can we not find instances of 
this in our own thinking, guided as it 
was during much of our education by 
non-Christians? And do we think the 
situation is any better today for our 
children, who are being educated in the 
age of insecurity, cold war, the bomb, 
Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley? 

To put off Christian education until 
the college level is to place those who 
are most defenseless in the position of 
greatest danger. Discrimination between 
truth and falsehood, morality and im- 
morality, should increase with age and 
education. And in saying this, I do not 
belittle the Christian home and the bib- 


lical Christian church; I merely empha- | 


size the school, where a growing child 
spends the greatest part of his conscious 
life. 
Confronted with eternal and contem- 
porary problems in raising their children 
to Christian maturity, some parents have 
felt impelled to secure instruction for 
their children by qualified (both from 
an academic and spiritual viewpoint) 
teachers whose philosophy of life and 
teaching is based upon the truth as re- 
vealed in the Word of God. Such a 
philosophy, of course, is the same as the 
one which also obtains in the Christian 
home and church. As our memorandum 
to prospective teachers explains: 
The parents desire their children to 
be educated at home and in school 
with the consciousness that all truth 
is God’s truth, and Jesus Christ is 
central in all truth . . . again not 
simply in the Word, but in history, 
in geography, in music and the arts: 


in the universe. The parents have 
placed their children in the Dela- 
ware County Christian School so 
that you, a Christian teacher whose 
teaching will be Christocentric, may 
stand “in loco parentis,” as the law 
of the State of Pennsylvania ex- 
presses it. Accordingly, in the class- 
room you are taking the father’s 
and mother’s place. You are teach- 
ing the Bible, social studies in the 
parents’ place; you are exercising 
discipline in the parents’ place; and 
in the development of courtesy, 
truthfulness, punctuality, prayerful- 
ness, cheerfulness, a controlled tem- 
per you are taking the place of the 
child’s mother and father. 

In a word the Christian school is the 
projection of the Christian home. 

While true knowledge is factually the 
same wherever it is taught, the manner 
in which it is taught depends upon the 
teacher. Essentially, the content of sub- 
jects in the Christian school is similar to 
that of any other school. Our students 
take the same standard intelligence and 
achievement tests given in public and 
private schools. 

But there are underlying differences 
in the various fields of study. Let me il- 
lustrate a few of these differences as 
applied to specific courses. 

Behind the facts of history, the stu- 
dent in the Christian school learns that 
“there is no power but of God; the 
powers that be are ordained of God” 
(Rom. 13:1). “The most High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will, and setteth up over 
it the basest of men” (Dan. 4:17). Thus 
solidarity and foundation are provided 
for the interpretation of history. The 
omnipotent One is observed within the 
records of man’s events. In this connec- 
tion, it is important to note that today’s 
emphasis in the field of history is upon 
interpretation rather than pure facts. 

Then too there is the study of the 
world’s peoples, their cultures, their gov- 
ernments, their thinking, their environ- 
ments. All these factors become alive as 
the student comes to understand God's 
thoughts of and toward men. The neces- 
sary breakdown into individuals rather 
than vague societies assumes relevance 
in terms of our Lord’s unchanging com- 
mission. Missionary visitors enrich the 
study of these lands and peoples. Con- 
tinual prayer for missionary friends and 
for unreached tribes and nations makes 
this a significant area of study in the 
Christian school. 

Scientific studies reveal God, the Crea- 
tor and Sustainer of the Universe. John 
Darby noted . . . “Christ to be the char- 
acteristic power, the active instrument, 
and the end in creation” (Colossians 
1:16). Scientific fact is differentiated 
from scientific theory. Man’s discoveries 
are viewed as his noting of that which 
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God has created. All science is studied 
in the light of God’s Word. 

Part of the precise language of science 
is mathematics, with its voice of quanti- 
tative concepts. Although the numbers 
used in mathematics are man-made, the 
orderliness and consistency of the sub- 
ject are attributed to the fact that mathe- 
matics describes a universe which is it- 
self orderly, systematic, and therefore 
subject to logical description. ‘The Chris- 
tian who is serious in his study of God's 
created universe must have knowledge 
in this field. 

Language is accepted as a gift from 
God. While learning the correct usage 
of his native tongue and foreign lang- 
uage, the student is also taught the prin- 
cipal purpose of language: the revela- 
tion of God to man through the written 
Word. Language is necessary for com- 
munication between the Creator and the 
created, not merely among the created. 

Music and art, the enablement to 
create and the ability to enjoy, are seen 
as emanating from God. The defilement 
of these potentials is considered through 
the contrasts of different types of music 
and art. And of course, students are en- 
couraged to think only upon those ex- 
pressions of music and art which are 
wholesome and upbuilding, rejecting 
those other expressions, even though 
they may be popular, which are based 
upon that which is condemned in God’s 
Word. 

In industrial arts and home economics, 
learning is accompanied by teaching in 
connection with the place of physical 
work in God’s plan and the responsi- 
bilities involved some day in establish- 
ing a Christian home. Here as elsewhere 
in the curriculum, students are taught 
to do physical and mental work “as un- 
to the Lord.” 

Physical education and hygiene em- 
phasize the fact that we are not merely 
the result of natural forces; we are 
“fearfully and wonderfully made.” The 
body is the Holy Spirit's dwelling place 
and is to be cared for as God's posses- 
sion. Sex education deals with the facts 
of life as related to God’s purposes in 
creating man male and female. And the 
spiritual element is not lacking. 

Bible is one of the major subjects in 
the Christian school. The Scriptures are 
recognized as the infallible, inspired 
revelation of God. Study of the Bible is 
primary, for here only can one find the 
truth about the reasons for life, proper 
goals and eternal states. The Bible is 
not studied as are other textbooks, but 
as a “lamp to the feet and a light to the 
path.” Our guidance program is based 
upon the fact that God reveals His 
plans for a Christian student’s life not 
merely through interests and abilities 
and training, but through His Word and 
prayer. 

Closely involved in the study of God’s 
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Word is an emphasis upon concern for 
those who are outside of Christ. Students 
are encouraged in their witness to their 
friends in Boy Scouts, Little Leagues, 
among playmates, etc. There is no at- 
tempt at an isolated detachment from 
non-Christian contemporaries; rather, 
both at home and in the teaching of 
the school, the very.opposite. A lively, 
virile, happy Christian life with the 
Lord is encouraged—with personal roots 
sunk down, not depending upon home 
or school to hold the student up. 

Education has always tried to relate its 
instruction to other areas of life and 
thought. With current education's phil- 
osophy of changing truths, education 
must be related to fluctuating notions 
about truths. This sort of education can 
never be cohesive and thoroughly inte- 
grative. Only as education is related to 
Christ, the Truth, does it become truly 
related. 

The teacher will always remain the 
major factor in education. Although ob- 
viously needed, facilities will always re- 
main merely the proverbial “log.” For it 
is the pedagogue who is the only gold in 
the bank of education. This is why 
Christian institutions continue to flour- 
ish even though there are other schools 
on all levels of instruction which have 
better facilities, are more financially 
secure and more impressively staffed. 

Teaching is not the act of the moment, 
but the outpouring of the life. The life 
of Christ can flow only through a be- 
liever. On those spiritual questions 
which underlie all reality, and give 
eternal meaning to it, the most capable 
educators who do not have life in Christ 
are blind. We do not criticize their 
blindness. But the question remains: 

Shall we knowingly entrust the minds 
of our God-given, God-owned children 
to a blind man? ENpD 


PUBLIC SCHOOL 
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charter and statement of faith. If the 
articles of behavior and faith are not 
accepted when away from those premises, 
a canker of “double facedness” may in- 
hibit the growth of a strong Christian 
integrity for the youth involved. ~ 

Finally, when parents want to send 
children to Christian schools because 
they are too busy to give them any help 
with spiritual matters, then is the time 
those parents need to cut back and do 
their job rather than buy what they 
should provide of themselves. 

Now I want to talk about a bad, al- 
most unacceptable reason why some par- 
ents do send children to a Christian 
school. They do not wish to function as 
an interested citizen of a community and 
do not accept any of the normal respon- 
sibilities including sch vols. This reminds 
one of the ostrich. Ore cannot bury his 
head in the private Christian school and 
insure the spiritual satety of his family 
who live in a public community. The 
public school is part of the fabric of the 
town and state one lives in. The private 
school child will live with public school 
neighbors. Both schools have to be de- 
cent, moral, and academically sound to 
make the “ostrich” attitude work. All of 
America’s schools are important! And 
their output affects everyone sooner or 
later. 

The American public education sys- 
tem came about because of the convic- 
tions of Protestant colonial leaders that 
freedom of worship, freedom to control 
government, and freedom in the social 
order, could not prosper unless everyone 
capable of receiving instruction should 
become at least literate and conscious of 
their privileges and responsibilities un- 
der a representative form of government. 
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The writings of many of these found- 
ers of our nation clearly indicate that 
they did not feel that the responsibility 
to educate was a minor matter. Neither 
do we find that they were inclined to 
consign that duty to amoral forces. This 
would not provide the ethical and moral 
foundation necessary to continuance of 
the ideals which had been central to the 
concept of a national life in which the 
people themselves would establish the 
laws of the land. 

Further, it was also not intended that 
any one religious sect or organization 
should ever control government or pub- 
lic education, lest selfish intolerances de- 
velop and a cloud of pre-Reformation 
ignorance and authoritarianism shroud 
the new land. 

Also, the economic advantages of the 
new land would only increase as educa- 
tion provided people capable of assum- 
ing the responsibilities which the pop- 
ulation must bear. Any Christian busi- 
nessman realizes his need of morally 
sound employees. He thus has a stake in 
public schools. 

These brief thoughts about the origin 
and function of our public education 
program lead us to look further at a 
matter closer to the intent of this article. 
Every real Christian has greater respon- 
sibility toward his town’s public schools 
than the most zealous community leader 
having only a nominal church connec- 
tion. The mature Christian has the bur- 
den of moral and ethical revelation to 
those about him. The chief example is 
Christ Jesus who did not withdraw from 
the educational institution of his day 
but went into its halls in His own youth 
and later formally taught within its 
framework. He “came not to destroy but 
to fulfill.” 

No Protestant American should claim 
the “liberty” to discount the public 
school as an object of his effort, time, 
and interest. His voice should be heard 
in the P.T.A: meetings. Her help should 
be seen in the “room mother’s” role. 
Both voices and both their hands can 
effectively influence the atmosphere of 
the schools the children of our towns and 
cities must attend. 

Christian parents should work together 
unitedly and earnestly to create the im- 
pact so much needed in this area of vital 
importance to America. Selfish mani- 
pulators of public educational monies 
and facilities can almost overwhelmingly 
nullify the entire intent of our collec- 
tive educational enterprise, both private 
and public, if there is no staying hand 
to deter. 

What happens to public education 
will profoundly affect what will be “al- 
lowed” in private education. Christian 
influence is badly needed to bring the 
motto on our coins, “In God We Trust,” 
to life in the public school classroom. 
Informed, responsible Christian leaders 


ETERNITY 





_are the only ones who will be able to 
strengthen our national life in this way. 
Their only entrance into the public 
educational system is through their chil- 
dren’s enrollment in the community's 
schools. 

This article is not written to suggest 
that a Christian school, elementary or 
secondary, is in any way not desirable. 
Quite the opposite idea represents the 
“inner heart” of the writer. My purpose 
is to point out that we do not live in 
the “Kingdom age” yet! God has deter- 
mined that we shall live on earth among 
our fellow men and their children till 
Christ returns. We have been given a 
measure of responsibility toward our gov- 
ernment and its supporting communities. 

Private Christian schools are chartered 
by the states and exist because there is 
still Christian influence in the public 
schools. This influence comes through 
education departments of Christian col- 
leges, both denominational and inde- 
pendent. It comes by way of Christian 
parents in P.T.A.’s, on school boards, 
and in committees. It comes from Chris- 
tian business leaders, and from the com- 
munity’s churches. Their voices mean 
much to every community where they 
are heard. Where they are no longer 
heard in the public school affairs the 
community has almost always forgotten 
everything really valuable about educa- 
tion except the law which demands a 
school and an enrollment. 

We must remember that only a small 
part, a very fractional number, of our 
children even have a Christian school in 
their community. Where there is one, 
only a small number of the children in 
that community can be fitted into the 
physical plant. Another limitation is 
financial in nature. Still another is trans- 
portation. Obviously, most of the com- 
munity’s youth must attend a public 
school. 

If Christian people had withdrawn 
interest and responsibility from public 
education, the lines of the next state- 
ment might easily have been part of a 
history of American education and our 
lives certainly would not have been what 
they are! “The public schools were used 
as a means of educating the youth to 
serve the power controlling masters of 
the state. Private schools of all sorts 
were absorbed into the government con- 
trolled program thus set up.” 

We are truly thankful that these words 
are not about our land. We are glad 
Christian parent who holds an active in- 
able to contribute to our nation’s wel- 
fare through well trained teachers and 
fine examples of functioning Christian 
curricula. And, as well, the individual 
Christian parent who holds an active in- 
terest in his community’s public schools 
will help to bring our coin and stamp 
motto into focus in our nation’s educa- 
tion program. END 
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EDITORIALS 
(Continued from page 13) 


most direct in talking to them about 
truth and honesty in declaring them- 
selves for Christ and then baptize them. 
If possible, he might dismiss the meet- 
ing after the first group of true, sincere 
believers had been baptized. And yet, 
note well, we are totally incapable of 
seeing the hearts of men. Some of these 
may be tares in the wheat, and others 
whom we would postpone for a week 
might be real wheat. 

A week later he could preach again 
and baptize the next group who request- 
ed it, always emphasizing, “It is far bet- 
ter not to come to be declared one with 
Christ if you do not truly believe that 
He is God and desire Him to be Lord 
of your life.” 

Burt IF THEY COME, EVEN IF THEY ALL 
COME, HE SHOULD BAPTIZE THEM. Remem- 
ber that the Holy Spirit is able to take 


care of His Church. As soon as you have 
baptized two, ask them if they approve 
the baptism of the third. Then ask the 
three whether they approve the baptism 
of the fourth. And so on. Don’t inter- 
fere. Let them decide. If there is one 
whom you may feel is called by God to 
be leader, baptize him first and have 
him continue asking the questions. Let 
him even do the subsequent baptisms. 
Then let a second man have a part in 
it. Choose the first man by vote of the 
first half dozen. 

Leave the New Testament with them, 
and on the next Sunday ask some of 
them to tell what they found in their 
reading. Allow perfect freedom. The 
man whom you might think to be the 
worst may become the best. The one you 
might think to be the best may become 
the greatest heartache. Above all, let 
them meet on a Sunday without you 
and let them talk when you are not 
there. Teach them to take a loaf of 
bread and a glass of some reddish liquid 
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and to give each other the Communion. 
Do not allow them to become dependent 
on the missionary or upon the “clergy.” 
Start them off from the first moment as 
a group who are dependent ONLY upon 
the Holy Spirit. Teach them that they 
are the Body of Christ. 

When the majority are baptized, tell 
them that they are in complete control 
of their association as Christians and 
that they must live and move in love. 
Tell them that other villages must know 
Christ by the way they live. Tell them 
to go to neighboring villages and pro- 
claim Christ. Give them authority to 
baptize others, even if they have only 
been baptized two weeks themselves. 
Give them authority to break the bread 
and give out the wine of communion 
from the very first. Tell them that they 
must have the authority to exclude from 
the Communion—even on the second 
Sunday—a man who has been guilty of 
sin against knowledge given them by the 
Holy Spirit. Teach them to go and start 
similar groups in other villages. 

TAKE NO sTATisTics. Appoint no man 
among them pastor. As time goes on, 
the Holy Spirit will mark those whom 
He has chosen for leadership. 

Keep me informed of the problems 
and I will tell our readers about them. 
We will be praying for you and for the 
village. Maybe a great revival will break 


| out. Be sure each family gets a Bible at 
| once. Let the Holy Spirit work unham- 


pered by preconceived notions of mod- 


| ern churches and missionary societies. If 


this is done it might even be possible to 
keep the village from splitting into de- 
nominations for a generation or two! 


ETERNITY GIFT FUND 


One of the good friends of ETERNITY 
magazine, Mr. S. F. Johnson, of Free- 
port, N. Y., has come up with an idea 
which we think will meet with a real 


| response from our readers. It is a plan 





to save postage stamps which will be 
sold and the proceeds to be used to 
swell the Eternity Gift Fund. In this 
way, many worthy missionaries and 
Christian workers who cannot afford 
subscriptions to the magazine can re- 
ceive their copies from this fund. Please 
note that the packages of stamps should 
be sent directly to Mr. Johnson at the 
address given in the ad on page 47, 
which we will be running in the maga- 
zine in the coming months. Our readers 
will be interested to know that the pres- 
ent market value of stamps is $1.25 a 
Ib. We are hoping that our friends will 
send up to 50 lbs. or more a month, 
which can be quite an item in a matter 
of time. 

This is a ministry in which nearly 
anyone can participate and without 
great effort. We urge your cooperation. 
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BACKGROUND OF TEMPTATION 
(Continued from page 11) 


power”—all his wealth is now within 
your grasp. Before God gave Satan this 
permission, he could only look at Job 
from behind “the hedge”; he could not 
touch a penny of his wealth or affect him 
in any way. Then he could reduce him to 
absolute poverty. God has withdrawn His 
protection from Job’s possession but not 
from his person, and so Satan’s power 
has carefully prescribed limits: “Only 
upon himself put not forth thine hand.” 
Satan left the presence of God, and all 
Heaven waited breathlessly for the next 
scene in this wonderful drama. 

At once Satan began to break down 
“the hedge.” Messengers came to Job 
and told him that the Sabeans had 
taken his oxen; lightning had destroyed 
the sheep; the Chaldeans had taken his 
camels, and a cyclone had killed all his 
children. Each messenger added: “I only 
am escaped alone to tell thee.” Job must 
have wondered what was coming next. 
Not a single messenger arrived with 
good news; all brought stories of griev- 
ous troubles and told them without any 
consideration for Job’s feelings. 

By one stroke after another he was 
bereft of all that life had held dear to 
him. Here were enough trials to over- 
whelm a man of the strongest faith. A 


millionaire reduced to a pauper in a 
few hours! Satan sought to accomplish 
his purpose by going to the limits of 
his power and ‘by the rapidity of the 
calamities. They were heavy and sudden, 
and there was no time to recover from 
the one before the next one fell. These 
calamities came at a time when Job was 
most likely to feel their severity. His 
sons and daughters were feasting and 
enjoying themselves, and thus Job was 
the less prepared for sudden losses. 

In spite of these trials Job did not 
waver: he “fell down on the ground, 
and worshipped.” God’s cause was vindi- 
cated. Here was a man endued with a 
free will, who endured the most acute 
afflictions, and yet remained loyal to his 
God. “The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away.” He did not attribute 
his losses to wind, Sabeans, Chaldeans 
or even Satan himself, but to God. It is 
important to realize that Job knew noth- 
ing of what was going on in Heaven. He 
only knew the impact of losing his 
possessions. Satan had said to God: “He 
will curse thee to thy face.” Instead Job 
said: “Blessed be the name of the 
Lord.”* “In all this Job sinned not, nor 
charged God foolishly.” 


* The order of the words in Hebrew here is 
very interesting. ““The name of the be”’— 
and all Heaven listens for the next word— 
“blessed.” 


Satan, bitterly disappointed but not 


discouraged, came before God on the 


next court day. Again God drew atten- 
tion to Job. He began exactly as He did 
before and then added: “And still he 
holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him, to destroy him 
without cause.” Satan was not satisfied 
then and he answered: “Skin for skin, 
yea, all that a man hath will he give for 
his life.” This is true as far as the ordi- 
nary man is concerned. “But put forth 
thine hand now, and touch his bone and 
his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy 
face.” Satan’s insinuation was that Job 
perhaps regarded his previous losses with 
indifference, but would do anything to 
save his life. Satan denies God’s power 
to create in man a love for Himself 
which is greater than the love for His 
gifts. The Lord accepts Satan’s challenge 
and says: “Behold, he is in thine hand.” 
First it was Job’s possessions, now it is 
his person. In love, God puts a limit to 
Satan’s power, “but save his life.” Al- 
though Satan goes about as a roaring 
lion that he may destroy God's creatures, 
he knows his limitations. He cannot go 
farther, or tempt longer, or try more 
severely than the permission God gives. 
Satan went forth once more and the ce- 
lestial hosts watched and wondered. 


He could choose any disease and 
could afflict Job in any way, provided 
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that it was not fatal. Satan then showed 
his power to inflict pain and his deep 
knowledge of how much the human 
frame can bear. “He smites Job with the 
fearful leprous boils which accompany 
elephantiasis, the worst form of leprosy” 
(Garland). This disease so disfigured 
him that his friends hardly recognized 
him. Job’s life became an agony to him. 
His suffering was only surpassed in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Shattered in 
health; broken in body; shorn of his 
fortune, he was stripped of everything 
except his faith in God. He had arrived 
at the place where all he could do was 
to trust. As Hudson Taylor, in his clos- 
ing moments of intense weakness, wrote 


to a friend: “I am so weak I cannot 
work; I cannot read my Bible; I can only 
lie still in God’s arms like a little child, 
and trust.” 

Satan had taken away all that he 
thought Job held dear, yet Job remained 
faithful. He no longer received his 
wages, but he gave his service just the 
same. “In all this did not Job sin with 
his lips.” What was the reason for his 
sufferings? Three friends come along to 
give their explanations. They thought 
that suffering could only come as a 
judgment on sin. This, though partly 
true, was a totally inadequate explana- 
tion of Job’s suffering. There can also 
be suffering which is God’s refining 












SINCE 1853 








old in “For Christ and His Kingdom” 
More than a century devoted to educating the 
minds and molding the formative characters of young 
people. Through the years, Wheaton Academy has 
kept young in spirit . . . employing modern 
methods . . . stressing a high type of scholar- 

ship . . . encouraging a diversified program of 
sports and wholesome social activities— 

yet maintaining a sound spiritual emphasis 














experience 






but 








young in 






rol Uh a feted 









Tale! so characteristic of Wheaton. 
If your boy or girl will be ready to enter 
enthusiasm! high school next st ider Wheaton. 









Fully accredited by the North Central 
Association. 
WHEATON ACADEMY 


A Department of Wheaton College 
WHEATON - ILLINOES 











FOR FREE CATALOG 
and interesting word-and- 
picture bulletin, write the 
Director, Room 57E. 










This summer 
make it a 

cool, refreshing 
seashore vacation 
at 


HARVEY CEDARS 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 





‘America’s foremost seashore Bible Conference” 


send for pictorial folder 


“This summer you are invited to hear the mocking cry of the gulls, the 
laughter of the ocean waves upon the sun drenched beach—the finest of 
evangelical speakers and excellent music . . . to enjoy an island vacation 
six miles out in the Atlantic ocean—relaxing sea atmosphere—cool ocean 
breezes—excellent swimming—wonderful food plus hotel accommodations 
at HARVEY CEDARS, America's foremost seashore Bible Conference. 





Season July 1 to September 3 
Write today for free descriptive folder te: 


Harvey Cedars Bible Conference, Box E, Harvey Cedars, New Jersey. 


OUR 16th YEAR 


Al Oldham, 
Director 





process. A child of God of the highest 
character can suffer indescribable loss, 
and yet it is no judgment on sin in his 
character or service. Job shows us that 
the nearest and dearest to God can ex- 
perience extreme depths of poverty. Job 
was tried, not because he was a sinner, 
but because he was righteous. Had he 
been a notorious sinner, he would never 
have been picked out by God. The 
holiest man in the world endured the 
most intense suffering. All came from 
Jehovah, even though Satan was used to 
carry out God’s purposes. Job’s tempta- 
tion was great but, “there hath no 
temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man; but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to es- 
cape, that ye may be able to bear it” 
(I Cor. 10:13). 

Endurance, though marred by some 
impatience, is all-important and God 
rewarded Job at last. He is singled out 
by the Apostle James (5:11) as a su- 
preme example of patience in tribula- 
tion. In Ezekiel he is placed on a par 
with Noah and Daniel as an example of 
righteousness. In addition, Job had 
great earthly reward. “The Lord gave 
Job twice as much as he had before . . . 
for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and 
six thousand camels, and a thousand 
yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. 
He had also seven sons and three 
daughters.” Thus his children were 
doubled in number; ten with the Lord 
and ten on earth. “After this Job lived 
an hundred and forty years.” Even his 
life was doubled, instead of seventy 
years he lived double that period after 
his trial. To us comes the promise: 
“Everyone that hath forsaken houses, 
or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, 
for my name’s sake, shall receive an 
hundredfold, and shall inherit everlast- 
ing life” (Matt. 19:29). 

The lesson is stressed because, unlike 
most of the Old Testament heroes, Job 
was not a Jew but a Gentile. He teaches 
us that faith in God is not to depend on 
the things around, because they pass 
away; true faith rests in God Himself 
apart from what it gets. We, as Job, are 
watched by the angelic hosts—righteous 
and satanic. Earth is the place and one 
man can be the particular spot on which 
the eyes of all are set. Paul says: “we 
are made a spectacle”—or theater—“‘unto 
the world, and to angels, and to men” 
(I Cor. 4:9). 

“The trial of your faith, being much 
more precious than of gold that perish- 
eth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” 
(I Pet. 1:7). An ordinary man can stand 
in the face of all Hell because God gives 
the grace. 
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who is known only when and where He 
chooses to speak. God is a God of infinite 
holiness, and man is a sinner, and there 
is no communion between them unless 














Armin Gesswein's 








God in his sovereign grace builds a ie > Price CHALLENGING 
bridge from God to man—never from + ya REVIVAL MESSAGE 


man to God, as in liberalism. 

The neo-orthodox doctrine of trans- 
cendence calls for the abolition of the 
entire liberal procedure in theology. 

These are some of the undercurrents i 
which eventually undermined the liberal Baa) 
theology. They came together in neo- 
orthodoxy and helped create the neo- 
orthodox revolution in _ theology. 
Whether this neo-orthodoxy is but re- 
made liberalism, or the real orthodoxy, 
or some new theological species alto- 
gether, is still a matter of vigorous de- 
bate among scholars. Some of the Catho- 
lic students of Barth, and some of the 
orthodox Protestant scholars think it is 
a new version of the old liberalism, the 
differences between the two being appar- 


ent but not real. More sympathetic | JAM CS Var TT YM 11 


readers of neo-orthudoxy believe it is the 
TOMORROW! 


real or the better orthodoxy and should 
Is she learning as much 


$1.00 NOW PUBLISHED 


IS REVIVAL THE NORMAL? 


Billy Graham writes in the Introduction: “Armin 
| Gesswein puts his finger on the problems, rea- 
‘ sons and expectations . . . His burden has been 
| for the revival of the believer . . . He has con- 
stantly challenged my own life and has been a 
source of inspiration and help. ” 
: Some subjects dealt with are: “Why Revival?” 
“The Subtlety of Backsliding.”” ““The D ure 
Dealt Pn, ot $2 pages, attractively bound. 
from your Religious Bookstore 
meseTH PRESS, Elizabethtown, Pa. Dept. E 

















supplant the older orthodoxy. Others 
seeing neo-orthodoxy through its emer- 
gence from Kierkegaard believe it is a 
new species of theology which, having 
similarities with both liberalism and 
orthodoxy, is neither. In a subsequent 
article we shall discuss this further. 
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POSTTRIBULATIONISM 
(Continued from page 9) 


of these words, along with many other 
technical terms such as Day of the Lord, 
Day of Christ, and the end, is frequently 
debated by posttribulationists and pre- 
tribulationists. The usual posttribula- 
tional argument is that all these words 
must refer to a specific event at the end 
of the tribulation. The more common 
view among pretribulationists is that 
none of these words are technical words 
in themselves but must be invested by 
the context with their specific meaning. 
In other words, coming is not a specific 
coming except as it is made specific by 
the context. 

For example, if it is justifiable to use 
the same word, coming, for the Lord’s 
birth in Bethlehem and for His return 
to the earth, there is no valid reason why 
the same word could not be used for the 
rapture before the tribulation and the 
coming after the tribulation. The argu- 
ment presented is that the fact that these 
important words are used both of the 
rapture and of the coming of the Lord 
after the tribulation proves that they 
must be one event. For instance, his con- 
tention regarding the word coming 
(parousia) is that it is used of the rap- 
ture in I Thessalonians 4:15-17 and of 
the second coming after the tribulation 
in II Thessalonians 2:8. He concludes 
that the two events must therefore “take 
place at the same time” (p. 63). His con- 
clusion, however, is valid only if it is 
true that the word coming could not 
refer to two future comings. 

Dr. Ladd takes no note whatever of 


pretribulational objections to this argu- 
ment, yet it is certainly not obscure or 
unknown, as it is stated in one of its 
common forms in the Scofield Reference 
Bible (p. 1212, note). It is noteworthy 
that in his entire discussion of “The 
Tribulation, the Rapture, and the 
Resurrection,” Dr. Ladd practically ig- 
nores the three principal Scriptures 
which reveal the rapture. The first ex- 
plicit reference to the rapture is found 
in John 14:3, a passage which says noth- 
ing of a preceding tribulation and which 
states plainly that the immediate desti- 
nation of the church after the rapture 
is heaven, not the millennial earth. The 
Johannine passage along with I Corin- 
thians 15:51-52 and I Thessalonians 4: 
13-18, which are generally recognized as 
the three main passages on the rapture, 
all have this characteristic; namely, that 
there is no mention of preceding tribu- 
lation, nor is there mention of an earthly 
reign of Christ immediately following. 
A natural question is why Dr. Ladd, in 
a chapter which deals specifically with 
the rapture, ignores these passages. The 
answer is not hard to find—they do not 
teach posttribulationism. 

In this chapter also, the argument is 
presented that inasmuch as there is a 
specific resurrection mentioned in Reve- 
lation 20, and this resurrection is ob- 
viously posttribulational, it would lead 
to the conclusion that the church must 
also be resurrected at this time. The idea 
that the first resurrection can be in more 
than one stage is rejected. However, ac- 
cording to I Corinthians 15:23-24, there 
are three stages (tagma) of the resurrec- 
tion of saints: Christ the first, those at 
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His coming, second, and those at the 
end, third. Matthew 27:52-53 is another 
“stage” of the resurrection. That saints 
are not all raised at the same time is 
not “inference.” The pretribulational 
objection to this chapter is that the 
author does not prove that the rapture 
is after the tribulation. The very fact 
that the rapture is never mentioned in 
any clear passage dealing with the com- 
ing of the Lord after the tribulation 
would certainly leave the door open for 
the pretribulational view. Dr. Ladd’s ob- 
jection that pretribulationism is an in- 
ference is offset by his own admission 
that posttribulationism is also. In the 
next chapter, a comprehensive refuta- 
tion of the arguments commonly used 
by pretribulationists is attempted. Dr. 
Ladd, however, misunderstands the pre- 
tribulational argument based upon the 
Day of the Lord and the Day of Christ. 
Pretribulationists do not insist that these 
terms in themselves prove a pretribula- 
tion rapture. It is rather than in the 
usage of these terms there seems to be a 
distinction. The Day of Christ seems to 
be identified with the rapture as a spe- 
cific event while the Day of the Lord 
seems to include the tribulation and the 
millennium or an extended period of 
time. 

A major criticism and one of great 
significance is that he attempts to answer 
in scarcely more than a page the im- 
portant question of the usage of the 
word church. He admits that it is not 
found in any tribulation passage. The 
assertion that the word church is never 
used in the Book of Revelation “to desig- 
nate the Church in its totality” (p. 98) 


| is quite beside the point. The burden of 


proof is on the posttribulationist to 
prove that the church is in the tribula- 
tion. Dr. Ladd, like most posttribulation- 
ists, passes over this point hurriedly be- 
cause posttribulationists have no answer 
to this difficulty. They lack positive proof 
that the church—the ecclesia—is found in 
the tribulation period. This key doctrine 
of pretribulationism is left with an 
utterly inadequate treatment, while 
pages are devoted to indecisive ques- 
tions. 
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the legal marriage consummated by the 
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parents of the bride and groom; (2) the 
groom goes to take his bride from her 
parents’ home; (3) the wedding supper 
or feast. Most Greek scholars take the 
Greek word gamos, translated “mar- 
riage” in Revelation 19:7, to mean 
“wedding feast,” With the exception of 
Hebrews 13:4, this is the uniform mean- 
ing in the New Testament. Ladd him- 
self alludes to this in referring to the 
event as “the marriage banquet” and 
“marriage supper” (p. 99). It should be 
clear, then, that if the marriage supper 
is in view here, the wedding has already 
been legally consummated and the bride- 
groom has already come for his bride. 
As applied to the church, Romans 7:4 
indicates that legally the church is al- 
ready the wife of Christ. At the rapture, 
Christ will come for His bride. At the 
return to the earth, the wedding feast 
will be held. 

Most damaging to the effectiveness of 
this chapter is the fact that he passes 
over the tremendously important pre- 
tribulational argument for the necessity 
of an interval with almost no discussion. 
Pretribulationists have often pointed out 
that if every living saint is raptured at 
the time of the second coming this 
would in itself separate all saints from 
unsaved people and would leave none to 
populate the millennial earth. One 
would judge from his silence that Dr. 
Ladd has no answer for this basic pre- 
tribulational argument. 


In the discussion of the question of 
whether the church can experience the 
wrath of God, Dr. Ladd rightly con- 
cludes that the church cannot experience 
divine wrath, though the church may 
experience tribulation. The point, how- 
ever, is not that the church will escape 
the wrath of God, but that it will escape 
the time of the wrath of God, as it is 
stated to the church of Philadelphia: “I 
also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all 
the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth” (Rev. 3:10, italics added). 
As it is indicated in I Thessalonians 5, 
we belong to the time designated as “the 
day” in contrast to “the night” in which 
the wrath will come. That the wrath of 
God is only at the end of the tribula- 
tion is refuted by the fact that it is men- 
tioned in Revelation 6:17; that is, early 
in the period. That the church will ex- 
perience tribulation throughout its 
course is conceded by all pretribula- 
tionists. The question is whether the 
church will go through that specific time 
designated in the Scriptures as the great 
tribulation. It is noteworthy that Dr. 
Ladd does not deal adequately anywhere 
in his volume with the great theme of 
the tribulation, though he evidently 
accepts a literal view of it. The charac- 
teristics of judgment in that period are 
such that they will affect both saved and 
unsaved, namely, such judgments as 
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earthquakes, pestilence, war, famine, and 
stars falling from heaven. His argument 
that God will save the church in the 
tribulation as He saved Israel out of the 
judgments which fell upon Egypt is its 
own refutation. No Israelites died in the 
plagues. By contrast, as Dr. Ladd him- 
self admits, the tribulation will feature 
the most awful massacre of saints which 
has ever occurred. 

An entire chapter is devoted to the 
dispensational problem, and the state- 
ment made is correct, that pretribula- 
tionism is an outgrowth of dispensation- 
alism. He defines dispensationalism as 
“the method of deciding in advance 
which Scriptures deal with the Church 
and which Scriptures have to do with 


Israel, and then to interpret the pas 
sages concerned in the light of this ‘divi- 
sion’ of the Word” (p. 130). To Dr. 
Ladd, then, dispensationalism is an en- 
tirely unjustified method of interpreta- 
tion and is arbitrarily imposed upon the 
Scripture. 

In view of the low value put upon 
dispensationalism, it is to be expected 
that the author would not appreciate 
the force of the dispensational interpre- 
tation. He shows repeatedly a misunder- 
standing of dispensational teachings. 
He concludes from his study of dispen- 
sationalism that the great tribulation is 
exclusively Jewish and not occupied with 
the church. Obviously the fourth world 
empire is dominated by Gentiles and not 
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Jews, and the saints who are won to the 
Lord in the tribulation time are from 
every tongue and nation. Dr. Ladd has 
therefore set up a straw man when he 
assumes that, according to the dispensa- 
tionalists, the great tribulation is ex- 
clusively Jewish. Much of the detail that 
follows in this chapter is based largely 
on Dr. Ladd’s misunderstanding of dis- 
pensational arguments. This chapter 
certainly is not a cogent discussion of 
the real issues relating to dispensational- 
ism. 

The concluding argument of this vol- 
ume deals with “The Blessed Hope.” Dr. 
Ladd is undoubtedly correct in his view- 
point that even a posttribulational re- 
turn has a beneficial effect upon those 
who believe it. The argument that post- 
tribulationism actually gives a better 
incentive to gospel preaching is pre- 
sented in accord with the view that 
Christ cannot come until the gospel of 
the kingdom is preached to the whole 
world (Matt. 24:14). Though Dr. Ladd 
presses his argument beyond the scrip- 
tural facts, undoubtedly he is correct 
that posttribulationism in itself does not 
remove missionary incentive and pre- 
tribulationists should not assume that 
they are the only ones who are con- 
cerned with the Lord’s return in a prac- 
tical way. Many will agree with Dr. 
Ladd’s closing plea in this chapter for 
more tolerance in this matter of pre-, 
mid-, and posttribulation rapture. 

In the conclusion, a summary of the 
argument is given. He holds “that the 
contemporary inference of two aspects 
in the second coming does not have the 
explicit confirmation of Scripture” (p. 
167), and concludes with this appeal: 
“Neither pretribulationism nor post- 
tribulationism should be made a ground 
of fellowship, a test of orthodoxy, or a 
necessary element in Christian doctrine. 
There should be liberty and charity to- 
ward both views. That which is essen- 
tial is the expectation of ‘the blessed 
hope and appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ’” (p. 
167). 

Te volume, taken as a whole, is a 
worthy presentation of the posttribula- 
tional argument. It is the reviewer's 
opinion that the main reasons for pre- 
tribulationism are practically untouched 
by this volume, but it is nevertheless the 
best posttribulational book that has ap- 
peared for some time. Dr. Ladd is to be 
especially commended for the high 
standard of courtesy which characterizes 
the volume. The reviewer continues to 
believe that “the blessed hope” is the 
imminent return of Christ for His 
church, not the hope of resurrection 
after martyrdom in the great tribula- 
tion. The daily expectation of the 
Lord’s return for Mis church is a pre- 
cious hope for those who “love his ap- 
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PRETRIBULATION RAPTURE 
(Continued from page 8) 
“parenthesis” in God’s purpose (pp. 
23ff.), i.e, an interval when God turns 
aside from His purpose for Israel to ac- 
complish His purpose for the church. 
After this redemptive purpose has been 
accomplished, God will resume His 

theocratic purpose with Israel. 

To dispensationalism, both the mil- 
lennium and the tribulation belong to 
God’s theocratic purpose for Israel and 
not to His redemptive purpose for the 
church. Since the tribulation is “the 
time of Jacob’s trouble,” one must con- 
clude that it has nothing to do with the 
church. Therefore, the “saints” and the 
“elect” who are seen in the tribulation 
in the New Testament must be Jewish 
saints, not Christian saints. Furthermore, 
one must conclude that the church has 
been removed from the earth—raptured 
before the tribulation begins. 

The reviewer agrees that this is the 
logical basis and the true source of pre- 
tribulation teaching. Dr. Walvoord’s 
book will render a great service in clari- 
fying the true foundations of pretribula- 
tion teaching. He does, of course, cover 
many of the usual arguments from the 
New Testament for a pretribulation 
teaching; but when he admits that the 
Bible does not explicitly teach this doc- 
trine but that it rests upon ecclesiology, 
all other biblical support is secondary. 

We cannot, however, agree with the 
alternatives offered by Dr. Walvoord. 
He suggests only two interpretations: 
dispensationalism, which keeps God's 
purposes for Israel and the church en- 
tirely distinct, and covenantal theology 
which entirely merges them (see Biblio- 
theca Sacra 110, 1953, p. 2). It is true 
that covenantal theology tends to make 
a complete identification between Israel 
and the church, to call Israel the church 
in the Old Testament, to see the New 
Testament church as spiritual Israel, 
and to think that God is now through 
with Israel as a people because His pur- 
poses for Israel are now reinterpreted 
in spiritual terms to the church. 

There is however a third position 
which Dr. Walvoord does not apparently 
recognize, which finds in Scripture a 
future for Israel as a people, but in 
terms of God’s redemptive purpose. 
This view, which rests upon the way the 
New Testament interprets the Old 
Testament, finds a single divine redemp- 
tive purpose which is to be carried out 
in both Israel and the church. 

This interpretation may be here sup- 
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ported by three proofs. The first is the 
use of the word ekklesia, the Greek word 
for church. Dr. Walvoord contends that 
the biblical use of this word proves the 
separateness of Israel and the church, 
because he finds that the word is used 
differently with reference to these two 
peoples. Used of Israel, ekklesia “means 
simply ‘assembly,’ no more” (p. 21). 
Only in the New Testament does the 
word involve spiritual connotations. 

It is true that ekklesia by itself in the 
Greek Old Testament usually means 
only “assembly”; but the word is fre- 
quently used not by itself but with some 
such descriptive phrase as “of God,” and 
then it means not simply “assembly,” 
but “the people of God in assembly” 
(see Deut. 23:2ff; I Chron. 28:8; Neh. 
13:1; Mic. 2:5). Furthermore. ekklesia 
comes to be used by itself to mean the 
gathered people of God (Ps. 22:22; Neh. 
5:13; Lam. 1:10). 

This Old Testament usage provides 
the background for the New Testament 
usage. The ekklesia is the people of God. 
In the Old ‘Testament, Israel was the 
people of God; now, it is the church; 
and there is continuity rather than dis- 
continuity between the two. There is 
one people of God, not two. This truth 
is clearly set forth in Romans 11. There 
is one olive tree—the people of God. 
Natural branches have been broken off 
—unbelieving Israel. Wild branches have 
been grafted on—believing Gentiles. 
Israel is yet to believe and be regrafted 
into the stock of God’s people. 

It is obvious that the ekklesia ac- 
quires new depths of meaning in the 
New Testament, and the present re- 
viewer does not believe Israel in the 
Old Testament is to be identified with 
the New Testament church. While there 
is one people of God, the church, strictly 
speaking, is a “dispensational” truth and 
came into existence at Pentecost. How- 
ever, Israel and the church constitute the 
one people of God. 

Secondly, this overlapping of God's 
purpose for Israel and the church is 
even more clearly proved by the fact, 
argued elsewhere by the present reviewer 
but ignored by Dr. Walvoord, that the 
New Testament clearly applies to the 
church Old Testament promises to 
Israel. The promise of the Holy Spirit 
to Israel in Joel 2 is fulfilled in the 
church in Acts 2. The promise of the 
new covenant in Jeremiah 31:31-34, ad- 
dressed to Israel, is fulfilled in the 
church according to Hebrews 8 (see the 
notes in the Scofield Reference Bible in 
loc.). We believe, however, that both of 
these promises will yet be fulfilled in 
literal Israel. Do not such Scriptures 
make it impossible to keep the two pro- 
grams for Israel and the church sepa- 
rate? Do not the Scriptures themselves 
demand overlapping? Then are we not 
to conclude that unless explicit biblical 
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teaching can be cited to the contrary, 
the tribulation, seen only with reference 
to Israel in the Old Testament, is to 
have its fulfillment in both Israel and 
the church? (see The Blessed Hope, 
Chap. 8, where this line of thought is 
dealt with at greater length.) 

Thirdly, the overlapping of God’s 
program for Israel and the church is to 
be found in the “mystery” truth of the 
New Testament. Dr. Walvoord argues 
the contrary: that the “mystery” truth 
about the church is very different from 
the promises in the Old Testament to 
Israel and therefore must be applied 
exclusively to the church. The church 
as one body in Christ (Eph. 3:1-6), the 
bride of Christ (Eph. 5:22-32), the 
mystery of the indwelling Christ (Col. 
1:26-27), the rapture of the church (I 
Cor. 15:51-52) are all truths “quite dis- 
tinct from anything predicted for the 
millennial kingdom” (p. 33), and are 
never applied to Israel. Dr. Walvoord 
draws the following conclusion from his 
survey of mystery truth: “As the church 
is a distinct body with special promises 
and privileges, it may be expected that 
God will fulfill His program for the 
church by translating the church out of 
the earth before resuming His program 
for dealing with Israel and with the 
Gentiles in the period of the tribula- 
tion” (p. 39). 

But is this proved? To the contrary, 
“mystery” truth at several points proves 
the opposite, unless one would make 
shipwreck of theology. It is also a “mys- 
tery” (Col. 2:2), as Dr. Walvoord ac- 
knowledges, that the fullness of the God- 
head indwelis Christ bodily (Col. 2:9ff). 
“Here again the mystery is revealed to 
be truth utterly foreign to anything 
Israel knew in the Old Testament or 
for that matter, anything contemplated 
in the future of Israel’s covenants” (p. 
$3). While Dr. Walvoord applies this 
contrast only to the fact of Christ’s in- 
dwelling the church (Col. 2:10ff), his 
words appear under the heading, Christ 
the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and 
in Paul’s letter, the mystery is Christ 
Himself. As Scofield phrases it, “The 
‘mystery of God’ is Christ, as incarnating 
the fulness of the Godhead, and all the 
divine wisdom and knowledge for the 
redemption and reconciliation of men” 
(Scofield Reference Bible, p. 1263). 

Does this mystery of the deity of 
Christ, the Godhead of Messiah, have to 
do only with the church and not with 
Israel? Will this mystery be no longer 
true of our Lord during His millennial 
reign? Is He then to’ lay aside His 
deity? Such a conclusion seems to be the 
necessary inference from Dr. Walvoord’s 
line of interpretation. 

But if he would not go this far—and 
I believe he would not—and if the 
mystery of Christ, the fullness of God, 
is now a permanent truth relating both 
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to Christ who is the Lord of the church 
now and to Messiah who will be the 
King of Israel in the millennium, must 
we not conclude that the mystery of the 
indwelling of Christ (Col. 1:26-27) is 
a permanent truth and will relate to the 
millennial era as well as to the church 
age? Will not Christ indwell the hearts 
of the redeemed—Jews and Gentiles— 
in the millennium? To be sure, the Old 
Testament does not foresee this truth 
in these terms; but that is just the point 
of “mystery”—new revelation, previously 
undisclosed, now manifested in God's 
ongoing redemptive purpose (Rom. 16: 
25f) for all His people. This truth is, 
however, foreshadowed in the Old Testa- 
ment promise that God would write His 
law in Israel’s heart (Jer. 31:33) and 
would put His Spirit within them 
(Ezek. 36:27). Are not the truths of the 
indwelling of the Spirit and the indwell- 
ing of Christ synonymous? Romans 8:9- 
11 would indicate that they are. 

Other mysteries, which are not men- 
tioned by Dr. Walvoord, support our 
thesis. Eph. 1:9 teaches that one mystery 
is the divine purpose to unite in Christ 
all things in heaven and on earth. “All 
things” include the church and Israel— 
in fact, the entire universe. Eph. 6:19 
speaks of the gospel as a mystery. The 
“good news” that God would save men 
by the sacrifice of His Son on the cross 
is a truth which is not made known in 
the Old Testament. There are indeed 
foreshadowings in the suffering servant 
of Isaiah 53 and in the sacrificial lamb; 
but the full disclosure of the truth em- 
bodied in the gospel is a mystery re- 
vealed only in the New Testament. Will 
not the salvation of Israelites be in terms 
of this same “mystery” of the gospel— 
the death of the incarnate Son of God? 
It is impossible to limit these mysteries 
to the church. 


We must conclude that the study of 
mystery truth, rather than suggesting 
that the church is utterly distinct from 
Israel, proves that God’s redemptive 
purpose for the church is to be extended 
to Israel and that Israel’s future salva- 
tion is to be in redemptive and soterio- 
logical terms. 


In conclusion, we would point out that 
the pattern of dispensational eschatology 
is changing at important points, if Dr. 
Walvoord’s position is taken as repre- 
sentative. Dispensationalists have usually 
spoken of two aspects of Christ's sec- 
ond advent: the Rapture when He will 
come secretly to translate the church, 
and the Revelation when He will ap- 
pear in glory to the world after the 
tribulation. Now, Dr. Walvoord speaks 
of two comings of Christ; but he admits 
that they cannot be found in the three 
words used to describe the Lord’s re- 
turn. In fact, he says that to take these 
words as technical terms with precise 
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meanings leads to confusion (p. 155). 
“All three of them are used of the com- 
ing of Christ at the translation, and may 
also refer to His coming at the second 
advent” (p. 155f). The parousia will 
occur at the translation of the church 
and also after the tribulation. There 
will be two revelations: one to the 
church at the rapture and one to the 
world after the tribulation. The third 
word, epiphany, is troublesome. It ought 
to describe the glorious revelation, the 
appearing at the end of the tribulation. 
But Dr. Walvoord applies it to the 
glorious appearing of Christ for the 
church before the tribulation. “There is 
no definite proof that any of the refer- 
ences ‘of epiphany’ refer to the coming 
of Christ after the tribulation” (p. 157). 
Such admissions greatly weaken the case 
for a two-fold coming of Christ by shift- 
ing the support from linguistic and exe- 
getical data to one’s theological system. 

Another serious change of program has 
to do with the resurrection. Dispensa- 
tional eschatology has conceived of the 
first resurrection as occurring at the 
rapture and as embracing all saints of 
both Old and New Testament times. Dr. 
Walvoord feels the force of the argument 
that Revelation 20 places the “first resur- 
rection” after the tribulation; and in an 
effort to make this Scripture fit the dis- 
pensational eschatology, he resorts to 
the novel theory that the resurrection of 
Revelation 20 has to do only with Old 
Testament saints and is to be completely 
divorced from the translation and resur- 
rection of the church (p. 154). This is 
certainly interesting, but one wonders 
how scriptural authority can be claimed 
for such a novel view. 

We do not intend to suggest that Dr. 
Walvoord is unstable. The present writer 
also has experienced changes in his 
understanding and interpretation of 
biblical truth. In fact, the merit of the 
present discussion lies at precisely this 
point. The important thing is not to 
win adherents for either point of view. 
It is rather the recognition that since 
Scripture does not speak with unambigu- 
ous authority on this question, both pre- 
tribulationism and _posttribulationism 
are interpretations which must be held 
with great humility and charity. This 
spirit has not usually characterized writ- 
ings from either position, but it does 
characterize Dr. Walvoord’s study. When 
American evangelicals recognize the 
biblical truth that we have not yet at- 
tained unto perfect unity of the faith 
(Eph. 4:13) and therefore give greater 
diligence “to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3), 
rather than excoriating and excising 
from fellowship any. brother who does 
not conform in these doctrinal details, 
a new day of blessing and spiritual power 
will be at hand; for it was for such unity 
that our Lord prayed (John 17:20-21). 
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